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INTERLOCKING SUBVERSION IN GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENTS 


THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 1953 


Unirep States SENATE, 
SuscoMMITTEE To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE INTERNAL Security Act AnD Orner INTERNAL 
Security Laws or THE COMMITTEE ON TILE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10 a. m. in the old 
Supreme Court room, the Capitol, Senator William E. Jenner (chair- 
man of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Present: Senators Jenner, Welker, and Hendrickson. 

Also present: Robert Morris, subcommittee counsel; and Benjamin 
Mandel, director of research. 

The CHarrman. The subcommittee will come to order. 

You may hold your right hand and be sworn. Do you swear that 
the testimony you give in this hearing will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. SILVERMASTER. Yes, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF NATHAN GREGORY SILVERMASTER, HARVEY 
CEDARS, N. J. 


The Cuarrman. Will you give your name to the committee? 

Mr. Stivermaster. Nathan Gregory Silvermaster. 

The Cuatrman. Where do you reside, Mr. Silvermaster ? 

Mr. Siivermaster. Harvey ‘Cedars, N. J. 

May I request permission to read a statement ? 

The Cuamman. You may. You are under oath and you may 
read it. 

Mr. SitverMaster. In summoning me as a witness, the committee 
is raking up old coals for no valid reason. It is reviving a harass- 
ment to which I have been unjustly subjected on the basis of the 
accusations of irresponsible persons. I have been interrogated by 
congressional committees before, and no useful purpose can be served 
by a renewal of the interrogation. 

I am a loyal citizen and I have never betrayed the interests of 
the United States. I am not and have never been a security risk. 
But I am one who has been repeatedly hounded without cause. 

In view of the persistent ase which have been made to injure 
me and of the accusations which have been made against me, I am 
entitled under the Bill of Rights to refuse to be a witness against 
myself. Of course, when I avail myself of that protection, my doing 
so does not permit any legitimate inferences of guilt or wrongdoing. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Morris, you may proceed. 
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Mr. Morris. Mr. Silvermaster, with whom have you consulted in 
the preparation of that statement ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I have prepared the statement and I have con- 
sulted with lawyers. 

Mr. Morris. Who are your lawyers? 

Mr. Strvermasrer. Mr. David Rein and Mr. Forer. 

Mr. Morris. Whom else have you conferred with in connection with 
the preparation of that statement? 

Mr. StrvermMaster. I claim the privilege of refusing to answer this 
question under 

Mr. Morris. Have you conferred with members of a Communist or- 
ganization in connection with the preparation of that statement ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, I submit that this statement is a con- 
spiracy against this committee. We have here a statement by the 
witness that he is a loyal American citizen and has never betrayed the 
interests of the United States. 

Now, Mr. Silvermaster, have you imparted classified Government 
information to an enemy power at any time? 

Mr. SurverMaAsterR. I claim my privilege of refusing to answer this 
question under the fifth amendment. 

The CHamMan. Mr. Silvermaster, under oath you submitted this 
statement, and in this statement you state that you are a loyal Ameri- 
ean citizen. 

Mr. Sittvermaster. I do. 

The CHarrman. How could you take a refuge behind the fifth 
amendment if you have not given aid and comfort to the enemy ? 

Mr. Stivermaster. I do not take refuge under the fifth amendment 
stating I am a loyal American citizen, but I refuse to answer ques- 
tions under my privilege. 

The CuarrMaNn. You state in this sworn statement, and you are un- 
der oath, that you have never betrayed the interests of the United 
States, and yet when asked a question as to whether or not you have 
ever passed classified documents of this Government to a foreign 
enemy you take refuge behind the fifth amendment. Now, this com- 
mittee recognizes the fifth amendment and you are entitled to your 
protection under it, and when you come here under oath and state 
that you have never betrayed the interests of the United States, and 
then, when you are asked as to whether or not as a Government official 
you passed classified documents to a foreign power, an enemy of this 
country, you take refuge behind the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Stivermasrer. I think I am entitled to the constitutional right 
of refusing to answer a question of this character. 

The Cuamman. You are entitled to take refuge behind the fifth 
amendment any time that something may tend to incriminate you, but 
when you state under oath 








Mr. StirverMaster. I am under no obligation to testify against my- 
celf, as I understand the fifth amendment. 

The CuarrMan. That is exactly right, but you are testifying two 
different ways before this committee. In this statement, and under 
oath you state you have never betrayed the interests of the United 
States, and then when we ask you a specific question you say you 
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refuse to answer under the fifth amendment because it may tend to 
incriminate you. 

Mr. Strvermaster. I see no contradiction there. 

Senator Weiker. Mr. Silvermaster, you have consulted with your 
attorneys prior to coming here this morning. 

Mr. Strvermaster. Yes, I have. 

Senator Wetker. And I want to advise you as a matter of law, sir, 
that once you open up a subject matter such as your loyalty to the 
United States you are not then permitted to use the protection of 
the fifth amendment as a stopping point along the line any place you 
may choose. I am advising you that, as I am sure your counsel has 
advised you, and it is, further, my opinion that by your refusal to 
answer the question propounded to you by counsel and by the chair- 
man of this committee you are in contempt by virtue of your picking 
a stopping place in your testimony. 

The Cuarman. Mr. Silvermaster, I will ask you: Have you ever 
been a security risk? 

Mr. StivErmaster. I don’t believe, to the best of my knowledge, I 
have been a security risk. 

The Cuarrman. You state in this statement made under oath, “I 
am not and have never been a security risk.” That is a positive state- 
ment. Is that your reply to my question ? 

Mr. Stvermaster. That is, sir. 

The Cuairman. Then I will ask you: Have you ever imparted 
any classified documents of this Government to any enemy of this 
country or any other foreign power ? 

Mr. Stivermaster. I claim privilege of refusing to answer this 
question under the fifth amendment. 

The CHarrman. You stated one time under oath that you are not 
now and you never have been a security risk. Yet, again, when I ask 
you the question whether or not you have imparted classified docu- 
ments to an enemy of this country you take refuge behind the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Strvermaster. [I still see no contradiction. 

‘The Cuatrman. Proceed. 

Mr. Morris. Do you think it is to the best interests of the United 
States that the United States become a people’s republic in an inter- 
national Soviet organization ? 

Mr. Sutvermaster. I don’t know what you are talking about. 

Mr. Morris. I think you know very well what [ am talking about. 
Do you think it is to the best interests of the United States that the 
United States beeome a people’s government and be a member of the 
Soviet international organization ? 

Mr. Stivermaster. I certainly do not. 

Mr. Morris. You do not. Mr. Silvermaster, where do you live 
now ? 

Mr. Stivermaster. In Harvey Cedars, N. J. 

Mr. Morris. Where is Harvey Cedars? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. Harvey Cedars is in the Long Beach Island off 
the coast of New Jersey, about 40 miles north of Atlantic City. 

Mr. Morris. How far is that from Barnegat Light? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I would say 6 miles. 

Mr. Morris. It is on a long strip of beach, is it not, off the coast of 
New Jersey ? 
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Mr. SitvermMaster. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Is that the place that was formerly called High Point? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I believe so. 

Mr. Morris. How long have you been living there? 

Mr. Sirvermasrer. I have been living there since 1947, I believe. 

Mr. Morris. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Stivermaster. A builder. 

Mr. Morris. Is Mr. William Ullmann there too ? 

Mr. SttvermMaster. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Are you and he partners in business there ? 

Mr. SrtverMAster. We are. 

Mr. Morris. Does Mr. Ullmann have all his photographic equip- 
ment with him? 

Mr. Stitvermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. You won't tell us whether or not your partner has 
photographic equipment with him there? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the privi- 
lege. 

Mr. Morris. To your knowledge, have there been any Soviet officials 
visiting Harvey Cedars in the last 2 or 3 years? 

Mr. Sitrvermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the same 
privilege. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Silvermaster, you state you are a loyal Ameri- 
can. Then if there have not been any Soviet officials v isiting you at 
Harvey Cedars, why do you take refuge behind the fifth amendment ? 
In other words, if you are a loyal American you can answer that ques- 
tion without going behind the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Srivermaster. Is this a question, sir? 

The Cnairman. Read the question, Mr. Reporter. 

Mr. Strvermaster. Is that a question ¢ 

(The question was read Py the reporter.) 

The Cuarrman. Yes. asked you why you took refuge when you 
state under oath you are a al American. 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege. 

The Cuatrman. Under the privilege of the fifth amendment. 

Senator Weiker. Let the record show, Mr. Chairman, that when 
the witness does claim his privilege and it is the privilege afforded him 
under the fifth amendment, he is not forced to bear witness against 
himself. 

The Cuarrman. The record will so show. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, would it be of interest to you to see 
a map of the coast of New Jersey to see the location of Harvey Cedars ? 

Mr. Chairman, may an excerpt of this go into the record ? 

The CuarrmMan. It may, and become a part of the record. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 48” and is 
as follows:) 
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Mr. Morris. Where were you born? 

Mr. Sttvermaster. I was born in what was formerly known as the 
Russian Empire. 

Mr. Morris. In what city / 

Mr. Stitvermaster. In the city of Odessa 

Mr. Morris. When did you come to the United States? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I came to the United States in 1915. 

Mr. Morris. And through what port did you arrive? 

Mr. Strvermaster. Through the port of San Francisco. 

Mr. Morris. When did you become a naturalized citizen ? 

Mr. SitverMaster. I became a naturalized citizen in 1927. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member at that time of the Communist 
Party, at the time of your naturalization ¢ 

Mr. Stirvermaster. I claim the privilege of refusing to answer this 
question under the fifth amendment. 

The CuarrmMan. At that time you had to take an oath of allegiance 
to this country, when you became a citizen of the United States, so 
how could you take refuge behind the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I refuse to answer this question. 

The CHairman. You are under two oaths. You are under an oath 
there and you are under an oath here today. When you took that 
oath of allegiance to this country were you a Communist ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the priv- 
ilege of the fifth amendment. 

The Cuarrman. You understand that if you are not a Communist 
there is no need for you to invoke the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question. 

The Cuarrman. You understand, do you not, that if you were not a 
Communist at that time there is no need for you to invoke the fifth 
amendment? Do you understand that? 

Mr. Stivermaster. Is this a question ¢ 

The Cuarrman. Yes. Do you not know that if you were a loyal 
American citizen at the time you took the oath, if you were not a 
Communist, there is no need for you to take refuge behind the fifth 
amendment ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the priv- 
ilege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Silvermaster, are you presently active in a Com- 
munist espionage ring ? 

Mr. Stivermaster. I claim the privilege of refusing to answer this 
question under the fifth amendment. 

The CuatrrMan. Going back again, Mr. Silvermaster, to your state- 
ment, I will ask you this question. First, would you read the question, 
please, Mr. Reporter, that was just asked the witness ? 

(The eed was then read by the reporter.) 

The Cuarrman. What is your answer to that question ? 

Mr. Strvermasten. I refuse to answer it under the privilege of the 
fifth amendment. 

The Cuarrman. Under oath you have just made this statement to 
the committee: “I am not a security risk.” Now, which is correct, 
Mr. Silvermaster ? 

Mr. SrtverMaster. I see no contradiction. 

The CHatrmMan. Go ahead. 

Mr. Morris. Where were you educated, Mr. Silvermaster? 
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Mr. Siitvermaster. I was educated partly in Russian schools, partly 
in an English school, but the bulk of my education was in American 
schools. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us what American schools you have 
attended ? 

Mr. Stivermaster. University of Washington. 

Mr. Morris. In what year? 

Mr. Sirvermasrer. I don’t remember the exact years, around 1917, 
1920, or 1921; the University of California; and Stanford University. 

Mr. Morris. What degrees do you hold? 

Mr. Stivermaster. I hold bachelor’s degree and a doctor’s degree. 

Mr. Morris. You hold your bachelor’s ‘degr ee from the University 
of San Francisco? 

Mr. Strvermaster. University of Washington. 

Mr. Morris. What other degrees do you hold 2 

Mr. SriverMaster. Doctor’s s degree. 

Mr. Morris. Where did you obtain your doctor’s degree? 

Mr. Stivermaster. At the University of California. 

Mr. Morris. What was your doctor's thesis at that time, Mr. Sil- 
vermaster ? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I claim the privilege of refusing to answer this 
question. 

Mr. Morris. You mean you won’t tell us what the subject of your 
doctor’s thesis was? 

Mr. Stivermaster. I so claim the privilege of refusing to answer 
this question under the privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Is the subject of your doctor’s thesis Contribution of 
Economic Thought Prior to the Bolshevik Revolution? That is, 
Lenin’s Contribution Economic Thought Prior to the Bolshevik 
Revolution ? 

Mr. Siivermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the privi- 
lege. 

The Cuatrman. You refuse to answer the question whether or not 
that was your doctor’s thesis ? 

Mr. Stivermaster. I do, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Have you been a teacher, Mr. Silvermaster? 

Mr. Sttvermaster. I beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Morris. Have you been a teacher? 

Mr. SttverMaster. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Did you teach at the Piedmont Hills Academy in Pied- 
mont, Calif., from 1922 to 1923? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I did. 

Mr. Morris. Were you an instructor at St. Mary’s College of Cali- 
fornia in Berkeley ? 

Mr. Srtvermaster. St. Mary’s College of California. It was origi- 
nally in Oakland and then moved to Mor: iga Valley. 

Mr. Morris. How long did you teach there ? 

Mr. Stuvermasrer. For about 7 years. 

Mr. Morris. Then were you later a teaching fellow at the University 
of California at Berkeley? 

Mr. Stivermaster. I was. 

Mr. Morris. During that period of time when you were on the fac- 
ulty of those three schools were you a Communist ? 

Mr. Stnvermasrer. I claim the privilege of refusing to answer this 
question under the fifth amendment. 

2918°—53—pt. 3 —2 











108 INTERLOCKING SUBVERSION IN GOVERNMENT 


Mr. Morris. During that period did you ever try to recruit students 
and fellow teachers in the Communist organization ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I claim the privilege of refusing to answer this 
que ‘stion. 

The Cnamman. Will the witness speak just a little louder? It is 
awfully hard to hear. 

Mr. Morris. Were you subsequently an economist with the Cali- 
fornia State Unemployment Commission in San Francisco? 

Mr. StrvermMaster. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Would you tell us the nature of your job in that posi- 
tion ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I was an economist for the State unemployment 
commission created by Governor Rolfe to investigate the causes of 
unemployment during the depression, and means and ways of remedy- 
ing the situation. 

Mr. Morris. Did you ever serve as chairman of an appeal board to 
determine whether or not employees dismissed by California State 
should be reinstated in the face of charges of Communist activity ? 

Mr. Stirvermaster. What you refer to, sir, was a strike that took 
place on one of the Federal projects, as I recall—this has been many 
years ago—in San Francisco. It was not a State project. I was with 
the State organization. The strikers picketed the State organization, 
State relief administration, and the administrator appointed a com- 
mittee of the State administration to investigate the causes of the 
strike and to determine whether or not those who were dismissed over 
whom the strike occurred were to be reinstated or not. I was chair- 
man of that committee. 

Senator Wetker. Mr. Chairman? 

The CHarrmMan. Senator Welker. 

Senator Weiker. Dr. Silvermaster, at that time were allegations 
made against certain of the strikers that they were Communists? 

Mr. StiverMaster. There were some allegations made in the papers, 
as I recall. 

Senator Weixer. And the supervisor at that time dismissed the 
strikers; am I correct on that? 

Mr. Strvermaster. Yes; I believe that was the situation. 

Senator Wetker. And you were on the appeal board that heard 
the case of the strikers after their dismissal ? 

Mr. Sttvermaster. I was. 

Senator Weixer. And I will ask you if it is not a fact that after 
the appeal was made these strikers were reinstated and reemployed ? 

Mr. Sttvermaster. The strikers were reinstated in accordance with 
the recommendations made of the committee. 

Senator WeLker. And you were chairman of the committee? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I was chairman of the committee. 

Senator Weriker. And one of the reasons for their dismissal being 
an allegation that they were members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Srivermasrer. That was an allegation. The committee was 
satisfied that that allegation was not sustained, and I believe that in 
those days under the ‘then existing rules no relief workers on any 
project could be discharged because of their political beliefs or views. 
That was one of the 1 regul: itions, as I recall, of the Federal relief 
administration and of the State relief administration. 
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Senator Wetker. Mr. Silvermaster, you entered the United States 
in 1915? 

Mr. SILveRMASTER. Yes, sir. 

Senator WetKer. Prior to that time you lived, as a youth, in China; 
am I correct ? 

Mr. SitverMAstTeER. Yes, sir. 

Senator WeLker. Were your parents missionaries there ? 

Mr. Survermaster. No. 

Senator Weiker. How did you happen to go to China? 

Mr. Strvermasrer. I happened to be in China because my parents 
moved from Russia to Manchuria around 1907, and then I was sent 
toa Shanghai school around 1911 or so. 

Senator WeLKer. You entered the University of Washington about 
1917 or 1918; am I correct ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. Approximately that. 

Senator Weiker. And you were not a naturalized citizen until 
1927 ¢ 

Mr. Sitvermaster. That’s correct. 

Senator Weiker. You have already told committee counsel that you 
refuse to answer the question whether or not you were a member of 
the Communist Party in 1915 or 1927 when you were naturalized, under 
the privilege afforded you by the fifth amendment; that is correct? 

Mr. SinvermMaster. That’s correct. 

Senator Werixer. Mr. Silvermaster, you then, after finishing in 
the State of Washington, went over into the State of California ? 

Mr. Suwvermaster. That’s right. 

Senator Werxer. Did you pursue in any way any Communist 
activity in the State of California ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege afforded me under the fifth amendment. 

Senator Weiker. Notwithstanding the fact that you have sworn 
under oath this morning that you are a loyal citizen of the United 
States and have never betrayed the interests of the United States, and 
that you are not now nor have you ever been a security risk? 

Mr. Strvermaster. [I still see no contradiction. 

Senator Wevxer. I did not hear your last answer. 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I see no contradiction. 

Senator Wetker. That is your privilege. I wanted to direct your 
attention to a gentleman by the name of Harry Bridges, who was 
operating out in California about that time. Did you ever know 
Harry Bridges? 

Mr. Sitrvermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the same 
privilege. 

Senator We.ker. You refuse to answer whether or not you ever even 
met Harry Bridges? 

Mr. Sutvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege? 

Senator WeLker. You were involved in certain maritime work at 
that time when you were in California, were you not ¢ 

Mr. SirvermMaster. Involved in maritime work ¢ 

Senator WeLker. Yes. 

Mr. Strvermaster. I was with the Maritime Labor Board 

Senator WeLker. That involved you in certain work—— 
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Mr. Strvermaster. In the year 1938 

Senator Wetxer. Did you ever meet Harry Bridges at that time? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer the question, sir, under the 
privilege. 

Senator WetKker. Do you know who Harry Bridges is? 

Mr. SrivermMaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 

Senator We.ker. When did you first come to the Nation’s Capital, 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. SirverMaster. In 1935, 

Senator Wetxer. And what was your business then or your occu- 
pation ¢ 

Mr. StrvermMaster. At the time of my coming here I was on a leave 
of absence from the California State Relief Administration, and ac- 
cepted an invitation to a position with the Resettlement Administra- 
tion to study the migratory-labor problem. 

Senator Wretxer. Who invited you to come here to Washington ? 
You say you accepted an invitation to work in the Resettlement Ad- 
ministration. 

Mr. Strvermaster. I received a telegram from the Resettlement 
Administration under the signature, as I recall—that’s been many 
years ago—I believe it was George Mitchell. 

Senator WeL_ker. George Mitchell ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. Who was at that time the head of the Labor 
Division of the Resettlement Administration. 

Senator Wet_ker. Had you made any overtures toward getting 
transferred from California to Washington, D. C.? 

Mr. Sitvermasrer. Not to my knowledge, not that I recall. 

Senator Wetxer. Do you know of anybody making any overtures 
in your behalf ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I do not recall. 

Senator WELKER. is Harry Bridges write a letter in your behalf? 

Mr. SttvermMaster. I do not recall. 

Senator WreL_ker. Who were your references, if any ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I frankly do not recall. 

Senator Weixer. Were you a member of the Communist Party 
when you came to Washington the first time? 

Mr. SmverMaster. I refuse to answer the question under the priv- 
ilege of the fifth amendment. 

Senator Wetxer. After coming to Washington on the first visit 
where did you live? 

Mr. StrvermMaster. In Washington? 

Senator WeLker. Yes. 

Mr. Strvermaster. I don’t remember the name of the street. 

Senator WeLker. Well, you lived at—— 

Mr. Strvermaster. It was in the center of the city. Housing was 
very difficult at the time, as I recall, and we moved into an apart- 
ment where we stayed for about a month, and then we moved to 
Georgetown. 

Senator Weixer. When you lived in the apartment and when you 
moved to the residence in Georgetown did you have a camera or any 
photographic processing equipment ? 

Mr. Sinvermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the priv- 
ilege of the fifth amendment. 








INTERLOCKING SUBVERSION IN GOVERNMENT 111 


Senator Wetker. Then after you moved from Georgetown I think 
you lived in Chevy Chase, Md., right outside the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Sttvermaster. That’s correct. 

Senator Weixker. Do you recall that address? 

Mr. SitverMaster. For a time I lived on Connecticut Avenue, and 
then for a time on Jocelyn Street, and I think the last time the resi- 
dence was on 30th Street. 

Senator Weiker. At any of those addresses you related did you 
have any photographic equipment in your home? 

Mr. SitverMaster. I refuse to answer this question under the priv- 
ilege. 

Senator Werxer. Did you have any photographic equipment in 
your basement ¢ 

Mr. Sttvermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the 
privilege. 

Senator Weriker. Have you ever pursued a hobby of taking photo- 
graphs and processing photographs or microfilms ? 

Mr. SitverMaster. I refuse to answer this question under the 
privilege, sir. 

Senator Weiker. After coming to Washington, D. C., did you ever 
meet a man by the name of Alger Hiss? 

Mr. Srivermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 

Senator Weiker. Notwithstanding the statement made under oath 
a moment ago by you that you were a loyal citizen and that you have 
never betrayed the interests of the United States, you do not want to 
answer the question that you have ever met a man by the name of 
Alger Hiss; is that correct ? 

Mr. SitverMaster. That was my statement. 

Senator Weiker. Do you know a man by the name of Whittaker 
Chambers? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
privilege. 

Senator Weixer. Did youever hear of Whittaker Chambers? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I saw it in the papers. 

Senator Weiker. You have seen it in the papers. From what you 
saw in the papers did that connect you with anyone that you had met ? 

Mr. Srivermasrer. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 

Senator We.ker. Has Whittaker Chambers ever been in your home? 

Mr. Siutvermasrer. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 

Senator Weiker. Has Alger Hiss ever been in your home? 

Mr. SttverMaster. | refuse to answer under the same privilege. 

Senator Weiker. About August 14 of 1943 you were then Director 
of the Labor Division of the FSA, the Farm Security Administration ¢ 

Mr. Strvermasrer. Yes, sir. 

Senator WeLker. That is approximately correct ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. Approximately. 

Senator WeLker. Something happened then to your job. Can you 
tell the committee what happened ? ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. To my job in Farm Security ? 

Senator Wreixer. Yes. Was that job taken over by some other 
agency or did you move to another department ? 
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Mr. Srivermaster. No. The Farm Security wasn’t transferred to 
any other agency. 

Senator Weiker. Do you know a man by the name of Virgil L. 
Bankson, who was senior agricultural labor specialist of the War 
Food Administration, Office of Labor ? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. Yes, I believe I do. 

Senator WeLkerR. You knew him? 

Mr. SrtverMaster. Yes, sir. 

Senator Wrixer. Do you remember receiving a letter from him 
about August 14, 1943 7 

Mr. StrvermMaster. I do not recall, sir. 

Senator Weriker. Do you recall your draft status during World 
War Il? 

Mr. StrvermMaster. Yes; I believe I was overage. 

Senator Weixer. You were overage, but, as a matter of fact, you 
did have a reclassification of your draft status, did you not? : 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I don’t recall that. 

Senator WeL_ker. Have you attended functions at the White House ? 

Mr. Srtvermaster. I have attended some receptions. 

Senator Werker. Did a gentleman by the name of Lauchlin Currie 
invite you or attend the function with you? 

Mr. Srivermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 


Senator Werxer. Did you know Lauchlin Currie to be a member 


of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Strvermasrer. I refuse to answer this question under the 
privilege. 

Senator Wreixer. And you do not want to tell this committee 
whether or not you and Lauchlin Currie ever went together to the 
White House? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the 
privilege. 

Senator Wetker. Did you know a gentleman by the name of Harry 
Dexter White? 

Mr. Srtvermaster. Yes, sir. 

Senator Weiker. What position, if any, did he hold in Government 
when you knew him? 

Mr. Sirvermastrer. He was with the Treasury Department. 

Senator Weixer. He is now deceased; am I correct in that? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. He is now deceased. 

Senator Weiker. Did you know Mr. White to be a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. SrivermMaster. I refuse to answer this question under the 
privilege. 

Senator Weixer. Had you ever visited back and forth with Mr. 
White? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. Yes. 

Senator WeLKer. Quite friendly with him? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. Yes. 

Senator Wetxer. You visited in his home and he visited in your 
home ¢ 
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Mr. Sitvermaster. We had occasional visits. 

Senator Wetker. In any of those visits did you ever discuss com- 
munism ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the 
privilege. 

Senator Weixer. Mr. Silvermaster, as of this moment are you 
engaged in active sabotage or espionage against the Government of 
the United States ¢ 

Mr. Srivermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the privi- 
lege, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Morris, you may proceed with the questioning. 

Mr. Morris. What was your first Government assignment here in 
Washington, Mr. Silvermaster ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. As I said earlier, it was with the Farm Security 
Administration, and the first assignment I had was to—I believe the 
very first assignment I had was to represent the Labor Division of 
the Resettlement, in the Management Division of the Resettlement, 
which was planning the development of some homesteads. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Louis Bloch, I notice, was one of your references 
there for that assignment. You knew Louis Bloch out on the west 
coast, did you not? 

Mr. Strvermaster. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. When did you first meet Louis Bloch ? 

Mr. Stivermaster. I don’t recall the exact date. It was in the 
twenties. 

Mr. Morris. You and he were closely associated together on the west 
coast, were you not? 

Mr. SirvermaAstrer. At various times, 

Mr. Morris. To your knowledge, is he a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Survermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. To your knowledge, did he ever use the Communist 
Party name of Don Post, P-o-s-t? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the 
same privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Louis Bloch did help you get this first assignment 
you had in Washington, did he not? 

Mr. Survermaster. No; I never said that. 

Mr. Morris. Where was he at that time? 

Mr. Strvermasrer. I frankly don’t remember. He was in Cali- 
fornia. 

Mr. Morris. Was he with the Social Security Board in Washington, 
D. C., as the chief statistician ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. He was at the time, but that was long after I 
came to Washington. He came to Washington, I think, in 1936 or 
1937. 

Mr. Morris. You came earlier? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I came in 1935. 

Mr. Morrts. Is it your testimony Mr. Bloch did not aid you in 
getting that job? 
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Mr. Strvermaster. As far as I remember, I don’t think he had 
anything to do with it. 

Mr. Morris. How long did you stay with that particular assign- 
ment ¢ 

Mr. Supvermaster. With which assignment? I am getting a little 
bit confused. 

Mr. Morris. Your first Government assignment in Washington. 

Mr. Strvermaster. The first Government assignment ? 

Mr. Morris. Yes. 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I was with Farm Security until 1938. Then 
[ accepted a position with the Maritime Labor Board, which was just 
set up on the basis of a civil-service examination and one of the mem- 
bers of the Commission at the time was Dr. Bloch. 

Mr. Morris. What was your next Government assignment, Mr. 
Silvermaster / 

Mr. SttverMaster. With the Maritime Labor Board. 

Mr. Morris. Now, give me the circumstances of your transferring 
from Farm Security to the Maritime Labor Board. 

Mr. Sirvermaster. Well, to begin with, there was a civil-service ex- 
amination, which was a general, broad examination for economists and 
social science analysts, and I applied for that examination, and soon 
after that, or about the same time, or soon after that, as I recall, the 
Maritime Labor Board was established and I applied for a position 
with them. 

Mr. Morris. Did Mr. Bloch help you get that position ? 

Mr. SttverMaster. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. In what way did he help you get that ? 

Mr. Sitvermasrer. He introduced me to the Chairman of the Board. 

Mr. Morris. And recommended you for it ¢ 

Mr. SttvermMaster. And recommended me. 

Mr. Morris. How long did you stay with the Maritime Labor Board ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I want to call attention to the fact that on that 
particular examination I was the leading: 

Mr. Morris. You were what ? 

Mr. SitverMasteEr. I was No. 1 on one subject and No. 2 on another 
subject, so that it was my rating under the civil service examination, 
that, together with Dr. Bloch’s recommendation. 

Mr. Morris. That is clearly understood, Mr. Silvermaster. Now, 
how long did you stay with the Maritime Labor Board ? 

Mr. Stivermaster. I believe for about a year. 

Mr. Morris. What was the nature of your duties with the Maritime 
Labor Board ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. The Maritime Labor Board was created by Con- 
gress to make a study of the maritime labor situation with a view of 
bringing about more stable labor conditions in the maritime industry, 
and it was charged with the responsibility of preparing a report to 
Congress with recommendations as to what measures should be taken 
to bring about more stable labor relations. I was the chief economist 
under the Maritime Labor Board in technical charge of the prepara- 
tion of that report. 

Mr. Morris. A copy of your record here shows that you were with 
the United States Maritime Labor Board from November 1938, to 
June 1940, a period of about a year and 7 months. Does that square 
with your memory ? 
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Mr. Strvermaster. I really don’t recall. It seems like a pretty long 
period, but it might be. I thought I was left with that board. 

Mr. Morris. Then, at that point, your next assignment apparently 
was back tothe Farm Security Administration. 

Mr. SirverMaster. That’s right. 

Mr. Morris. What were the circumstances of your going back with 
the Farm Security Administration ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. Well, the Labor Division that I was connected 
with before was for a time without a head. The last head of the 
Division, Mr. Mercer Evans, died, and I was invited to come back 
and take charge of that division. 

Mr. Morris. And you were the head labor economist, were you not, 
at that time? 

Mr. Srtvermaster. That was the civil-service classification. 

Mr. Morris. In your file is this statement, Mr. Silvermaster: 

Mr. Lee Pressman, general counsel of the CIO, when interviewed, stated that 
Mr. Silvermaster had worked under his supervision when he was connected with 
the Agriculture Department. 

Did you work under the supervision of Mr. Lee Pressman in the 
Agriculture Department ? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Morris. You think this notation with respect to Lee Pressman 
is wrong, then ? 

Mr. Srivermaster. As far as I can recall. 

Mr. Morris. Did you know Lee Pressman ? 

Mr. Sttvermaster. Yes; I knew Mr. Pressman. 

Mr. Morris. What position did Mr. Lee Pressman have during this 
period that we have been talking about? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I don’t recall. The first position that I know— 
IT met him on the job—he was counsel, legal counsel for the Resettle- 
ment Administration. 

Mr. Morris. As such, wouldn’t you be under his supervision ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. No. He was legal counsel for Resettlement 
Administration. 

Mr. Morris. And you were with the Resettlement Administration 
at that time, were you not ? 

Mr. SitvermasterR. I was withthem. TI believe he was legal counsel 
for the Works Progress Administration and for Resettlement at the 
same time, but there was no relationship in our positions. I was with 
the Labor Division. 

Mr. Morris. Did Mr. Pressman have the opportunity to observe 
your work? 

Mr. Strvermaster. Possibly. 

Mr. Morris. He went on to say here that you were an able economist, 
industrious, and your services were satisfactory, and you were con- 
sidered by him to be a man of good character, and he gave you a 
recommendation on the basis of your work with the Resettlement 
Administration in the Agriculture Department. 

Mr. Sitvermaster. Yes. I was going to explain, one of the early 
assignments, among the early assignments I had, was investigation 
of the difficulties, troubles that the Resettlement Administration had 
with the so-called Hightstown project at Hightstown, N. J. Involved 
in that problem were the Amalgamated Garment Workers Union and 


82918°—53—pt. 3——-3 








116 INTERLOCKING SUBVERSION IN GOVERNMENT 


the Administration had a number of difficulties with them, and I was 
sent finally to find out what was the trouble and what could be done 
to overcome some of the difficulties, objections, that the union presum- 
ably had toward bringing industry into that project, into that 
development. 

Mr. Morris. I wish you would raise your voice just a bit, Mr. 
Silvermaster. 

Mr. Strvermaster. I said I was sent down there to see whether or 
not it would be possible to overcome the union’s objection to bringing 
industry to the Hightstown project, which was the project of resettle- 
ment of some garment workers from New York, and in the course of 
my duty I met with the people on the project, the management of the 
project, and then met w ith Mr. Dubins ky. We discussed the problem. 
Then I came back to Washington and reported on it. When I re- 
ported on that trip and the results that were obtained Lee Pressman 
was present at that meeting. That was the time I met him and he 
observed my work at the time. I think he was interested from the 
legal standpoint of what the problems were. 

Mr. Morris. Did Mr. Lee Pressman ever rate you in obtaining dif- 
ferent positions ? 

Mr. SirvermMasrer. I don’t recall, 

Mr. Morris. Did you ever meet Mr. Lee Pressman outside the office 
in other than his official duties ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer the question on the basis of 
the prin ilege eranted me, 

Mr. Morris. To your knowledge, was Lee Pressman a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Sinvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Have you read that Lee Pressman has admitted that 
he was a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. StrvermAster. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. You will not tell the committee whether or not you 
even read that in a newspaper ¢ 

Mr. SirvermMasrer. I really don’t recall. 

Mr. Morris. You do not recall reading it ? 

Senator Weiker. Counsel, may I interrupt. 

The CHarrmMan, Senator Welker. 

Senator Weixer. While you lived in Washington, Mr. Silvermaster, 
did you ever have any knowledge of a courier spy system occurring 
and operating here in the Nation’s Capital ? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I claim the privilege of refusing to answer this 
question under the fifth amendment. 

Senator We.ker. You refuse to answer that, and I take it you still 
refuse to answer, or should I ask you, if you had any part whatsoever 
in a courier spy system by which secret, confidential documents of the 
United States were stolen and photographed and then transferred to 
a foreign power ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I claim the privilege of refusing to answer this 
question under the fifth amendment. 

Senator Werxer. You had nothing whatsoever to do with the 


courier spy system operating here in the Nation’s Capital ? 
Mr. Sirvermaster. I refuse to answer under the same privilege. 
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Senator Weiker. You also told me you refused to answer whether 
you operated or owned any photographic equipment. May I ask you 
this: Did you or anyone within your knowledge in your home photo- 
graph any top secret Government material and after processing the 
same did you or anyone within your knowledge transfer that to an 

agent of an alien power? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I refuse to answer that question under. the 
privilege of the fifth amendment. 

The Cnarrman. Mr. Silvermaster, do you know Mr. William 
Ullmann ? 

Mr. StrvermMaster. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. He is your business partner now, is he not? 

Mr. Sttvermaster. He is. 

The Cuarrman. Did he not reside in your home while you were a 
resident here in Washington ? 

Mr. Sutvermaster. He did. 

The Cuarrman. Did Mr. William Ullmann own or operate photo- 
graphic equipment in your home while you were residing here in 
W: ashington, D. C.? 

Mr. Sitrvermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

The CuarrmMan. You understand if he did not you could answer that 
question without going behind the fifth amendment, do you not? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer this question. 

The Cuarrman, It would not incriminate you if he did not operate 
it; you understand that, do you not? Did you answer the last ques- 
tion? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. What was the question ? 

_ The Cuairman. If he did not operate it and your answer was 

no” it would not incriminate you? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Senator We.xer. In Government did you know a man by the name 
of Harold Glasser ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Senator Weiker. Did you read where he appeared before this com- 
mittee a few days ago and testified ¢ 

Mr. Sitrvermaster. I noted it. 

Senator WeLker. But you do not want to tell this committee wheth- 
er or not you have ever met him? 

Mr. Sutvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the priv- 
ilege. 

Senator Weixer. Did you ever know a man by the name of Harold 
Ware? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the priv- 
ilege. 

Senator We.ker. Have you ever read where Harold Ware operated 
a secret espionage ring contrary to the interests of the Government of 
the United States here in W ashington, D. C.? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the priv- 
ilege. 

Senator We_xer. Have you ever read Whittaker Chambers’ book 
called “Witness” ? 
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Mr. Sirvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the priv- 
ilege. 

Senator Weixer. You have heard Harold Ware’s name identified 
commonly as the Ware cell of espionage activity in this Capital, have 
you? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the priv- 
ilege. 

Senator Wei_xer. Have you ever heard your own name, the Silver- 
master cell, used here in connection with Communist espionage ac- 
tivity? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I have seen such allegations about myself. 

Senator Weixker. Do you care to comment on that? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I refuse to answer this question. 

Senator We.tker. Notwithstanding the fact that you have seen those 
allegations, you do not wish to deny or admit anything on that line? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer this question. 

Senator Weixer. Under the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. Under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Silvermaster, you transferred from the Resettle- 
ment Administration of the Department of Agriculture to the Board 
of Economic Warfare during the war; did you not? 

Mr. Stivermaster. It was not a transfer. 

Mr. Morris. Pardon ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. May I say that it was a leave, a leave from the 
Farm Security to the Board of Economic Warfare. 

Mr. Morris. You were on leave? 

Mr. StrvermMaster. I was on leave. 

Mr. Morris. Did anyone aid you in making that transfer? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I don’t recall. To the best of my recollection, 
Mr. Fisher, who was connected with the Europe and Africa Division, 
invited me. That was to the best of my recollection. 

Mr. Morris. Did Mr. Lauchlin Currie assist you in making that 
transfer ? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. You just testified that the only person about whom you 
have knowledge in aiding you in that transfer was this Mr. Fisher. 
Now, did Mr. Currie aid you in this? 

Mr. Sirvermasrer. I refuse to answer the question under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, I would like to introduce into the record 
here today some executive-session testimony that we had taken from 
Miss Elizabeth Bentley on August 14, 1951, before the Internal Se- 
curity Subcommittee. This was not made part of the public record 
at that time because Mr. Silvermaster was not involved in the inves- 
tigation then being conducted into the Institute of Pacific Relations. 

The CuatrmMan. Proceed. 

Mr. Morris. This is the testimony of Elizabeth Bentley of August 
14, 1951, in answer to the questions put to her: 

We have exhibits to show that Mr. Lauchlin Currie was a very active adviser 
and participant in the Institute of Pacific Relations work. While we are intro- 
ducing those exhibits, Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask Miss Bentley if she 
will testify concerning the relationship that Lauchlin Currie had to her particular 
activities in that period. 

Miss Bentley. Yes. One of the espionage groups that I handled in Washing- 


ton, which I roughly call the Silvermaster group because the man who headed it 
was N. Gregory Silvermaster. 





INTERLOCKING SUBVERSION IN GOVERNMENT 119 


Question. Approximately how many people were in that group? 

Miss BeNTLrEY. I think there were 8, 9, or 10. 

Senator FerGuSON. Silvermaster was in what section? 

Miss BENTLEY. FSA, which is the Farm Security Administration, which is a 
part of the Agriculture Department, although for 6 months I think he was in 
the Board of Economic Warfare. 

Senator FerGuson. Did you have trouble or difficulty in moving these agents 
that you had into strategic positions in Government or in the Army that you 
were talking about, that you did not want them where there was danger but you 
wanted them in strategic positions? For example, Silvermaster; did you have 
trouble moving people such as that, or how were they moved to strategic posi- 
tions so that you could get your information? 

Miss Bentiey. We didn’t have too much trouble. In the case of Silvermaster, 
he pulled strings and got in there. 

Senator Fereuson. What were your avenues for placing people in strategic 
positions? 

Miss BENTLEY. I would say that two of our best ones were Harry Dexter White 
and Lauchlin Currie. They had an immense amount of influence and knew 
people and their word would be accepted when they recommended someone. 

The CHAIRMAN. Harry Dexter White was in what department? 

Miss BenTLey. Undersecretary of the Treasury, under Mr. Morgenthau. 

Senator FERGUSON. In other words, Currie and White were your instrumen- 
talities in putting people in strategic positions? 

Miss BENTLEY. I would say they were our most important ones. 

Senator Fereuson. Yes. Did you have any other ones? 

Miss Bent.Ley. Yes. I mean, whoever we had as an agent in the Government 
would automatically serve for putting someone else in. For example, Maurice 
Halperin was head of the Latin American Section in OSS, and we used him to 
get Helen Tenney in. 


Mr. Chairman, I might point out that Maurice Halperin was the 
same one who is the head of the Latin American department of 
Boston University at this time. 

Once we got one person in he got others, and the whole process continued like 
that. 

Senator Frereuson. But if you desired to shift a person from one position to 
another position you would use White and Currie? 

Miss BENTLEY. We would use White and Currie if we could. 

Would you say that, based on your knowledge, that Miss Bentley, 
she gave accurate testimony at th: at time ? 

Mr. Stivermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

‘Senator We ker. Were you in San Francisco during the American 
waterfront strike in 1934 or 1935? 

Mr. SitverMAster. Yes; I liv ed i in San Francisco. 

Senator Werxer. You lived there with your present wife? What 
is her name? 

Mr. Srivermaster. Helen P. Silvermaster. 

Senator Wetxer. Did you ever meet a man by the name of Earl 
Browder in San Francisco during that time? 

Mr. Stivermaster. I refuse to answer that question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Senator Weixer. I will ask you if it is not a fact that while you 
and Mrs. Silvermaster were living i in San Francisco, os during 
the time heretofore mentioned by me, Earl Browder came to your 
home when you were absent and sought sanctuary in sak home to 
hide from officers who were searching for him ? . 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

‘Senator Werxer. And I take it you want to deny that you ever 
knew or met Earl Browder? 
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Mr. Sirvermasrer. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
privilege. 

Senator Wriker. You, of course, knew he was the head of the 
Communist Party in the United States for many years; did you not ¢ 

Mr. Strvermasrer. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege. 

Senator Weixer. Did you ever know a man by the name of Sam 
Darcy? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
privilege. 

Senator WreL_ker. Would you care to tell me what Sam Darcy did, 
if you know ¢ 

Mr. Sinvermasrer. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
privilege. 

Senator Weiker. Do you know whether or not Sam Darcy and 
Earl Browder in Moscow, Russia, in 1935 or 1936, made a speech 
vherein they claimed credit for the Soviet Union, the Communist 
Party, for bringing about and perpetuating the waterfront strike in 
San Francisco in 1934 or 1935 that I have referred to? 

Mr. SirverMaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Senator Weiker. Do you have any knowledge about that speech 
ade | V Sam Darcy or Ear] Browder in Moscow, Russia ? 

Mr. SutverMaAster. | refuse to answer that question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Senator Weixer. Do you know a man by the name of Walter 
Krivitzky, head of the Division of The Soviet Military Relations? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Senator Weixer. Mr. Silvermaster, did you ever know a man by 
the name of William T. Stone ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I claim the privilege—I don’t recall—I beg your 
pardon ¢ ¢ 

Senator WeLKER. Sir? 

Mr. SitverMAster. Will you please mention his name? 

Senator We._ker. William T. Stone. If you do not recall just say 
so, or if you desire to claim your privilege you may. 

Mr. Strvermasrer. I just don’t recall. 

Senator Wreixer. Very well. I will ask you, to help refresh your 
memory, whether or not you did not write him a letter on June 9, 1942 
denying Communist Party membership ? 

Mr. SttvermMaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Senator WeL_ker. Was this Stone your superior in the BEW? 

Mr. Sitvermastrer. Now that you mention the association, he was. 

Senator We_ker. You now recall Mr. Stone? 

Mr. Strvermaster. Yes. 

Senator Weikxer. He was your superior in the Board of Economic 
Warfare? 

Mr. Sirvermasrer. That’s right, sir. 

Senator Weiker. Do you recall writing the letter that I have just 
questioned you about ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 
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Senator Wetker. You refuse to answer whether or not you wrote 
Mr. Stone denying membership in the Communist Party on June 9, 
1942? 

Mr. SItverRMASTER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Wetxer. Were you ever propaganda director of the Fil- 
more section of the Communist Party in the State of California ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the priv- 
ilege of the fifth amendment. 

Senator Wetker. Do you know anything or do you care to tell me 
anything about the Filmore section of the Communist Party in Cali- 
fornia ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
privilege. 

Senator WeLKer. Proceed, counsel. 

The Cuarrman, Mr. Silvermaster, reading from testimony before 
this committee in connection with the testimony of Miss Be ntley, Mr. 
Morris asked this question: 


Did Lauchlin Currie ever perform a service involving Gregory Silvermaster? 
Miss Bentley replied: 


Yes. In early 1942, I think it was, we persuaded Gregory Silvermaster, who 
was in the FSA of the Agriculture Department, to get himself put on loan in 
the then Board of Economic Warfare, head of the Middle East division, because 
he would be more useful, and he had been there about 6 months when General 
Strong, who was then head of G-2, Army Intelligence, wrote a page and a half 
letter to Mr. Silvermaster’s superior, in which he pointed out that the OWI and 
the FBI and I think assorted police agencies on the west coast had notes on 
him proving he was disloyal, and asking that they remove him. And we told 
Gregory Silvermaster to go ahead and fight it and get as much support as he 
could, as a result of which Mr. Currie put his influence in and persuaded Mr. 
Robert Patterson, who I think was then Acting Secretary of War, or Assistant 
Secretary of War, persuaded him that an injustice had been done, and, therefore, 
Mr. Silvermaster, instead of being completely fired out, was permitted to return, 
without any stain on his record, back to FSA in Agriculture. 

Do you recall these circumstances testified hereto ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the privi- 
ledge of the fifth amendment. 

The Cuamman. Did you know General Strong? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

The Cuairman. Do you know Mr. Robert Patterson ? 

Mr. Srivermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege. 

“Mr. Morris. Mr. Silvermaster, we take it that your refusal to answer 
bearing on this episode is not related to the particular people that 
Senator Jenner asked you about ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. Pardon me? 

Mr. Morris. Your refusal to answer questions put to you by Senator 
Jenner now are based on this whole episode rather than your knowl- 
edge of these particular people; is that not correct ? 

Mr. Siivermaster. I don’t quite understand. 

Mr. Morris. The reason that you are invoking your privilege when 
Senator Jenner asked about Mr. Patterson and General Strong i is be- 

‘ause you do not want to give any testimony about this particular 
episode, rather than about your knowledge of these particular people ? 

Mr. Srivermaster. I refuse to answer ‘that question on the grounds 
of the privilege of the fifth amendment. 
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The Cuairrman. Senator Welker. 

Senator Werxer. Mr. Silvermaster, did Elizabeth Bentley ever 
visit your home in Washington ¢ 

Mr. Stuvermasrer. I refuse to answer this question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Senator Wrecker. Did a man by the name of George Silverman ever 
visit your home in Washington ¢ 

Mr. Srrvermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the same 
privilege. 

Senator Wevxer. Did you or did you not know George Silverman 
to be a courier of secret material to the Communist Party in the Soviet 
Union? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Senator Wexker. Do you recall an incident one time when Miss 

sentley was in your home in Washington when George Silverman 
came to your home to pick up some secret material ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Senator Werker. And that Miss Bentley met him only casually as 
he was going out the back door ?¢ 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege. 

Senator Wevker. And after Mr. Silverman departed you and your 
wife had a conversation with Miss Bentley to the effect that Mr. Sil- 
verman was distressed because she, Miss Bentley, was present there 
and not known to the courier, Mr. Silverman ? 

Mr. SttverMaster. I refuse to answer this question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Senator WELKER. You want to refuse to answer whether or not Miss 
Bentley or whether or not Mr. Silverman were in your home together 
at a particular time in Washington, D. C.? 

Mr. SitverMaster. I refuse to answer this question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, in connection with the testimony that 
you have just read there of Miss Bentley on the transfer of Mr. 
Silvermaster to the Board of Economic Welfare, Mr. Mandel, do 
we have any documents from the files of Mr. Silvermaster which 
relate to the testimony read by Senator Jenner ? 

Mr. Manpet. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMan. Will you proceed to put that into the record ? 

Mr. Manne. This is a summary of a memorandum addressed to 
William T. Stone from N. Gregory Silvermaster, subject: Memo for 
General Strong, dated June 9, 1942: 


Exuisit No, 44 


I wish to thank you for the opportunity you have given me to comment on 
the very astonishing document concerning myself, which was prepared for 
General Strong, of the War eee nt, by the counterintelligence group under 
the signature of Col. J. T. Bissell, Chief, Counterintelligence Group * * *. 

Silvermaster then states that the evidence cited against him in ¢ ‘olonel Bis- 
sell’s memo is based primarily on two sources, one from ONI and one from 
another “reliable source.” In addition, “specific charge of laxity on my part 
in enforcing adequate security in the European-African Division of the BEW, 
which is also alleged to have been reliably reported. The principal charge 
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against me is that I was and presumably am now a Communist. This I deny 
categorically. I do not deny that I have dealt on many occasions with repre- 
sentatives of American labor and with professional groups who were alleged 
to have been Communists and some of whom I have come to know quite well 
in a business way.” He goes on to state that his wife’s brother-in-law is named 
Shumakov, not Scherbakoff; not an agricultural economist but an interna- 
tionally distinguished authority on irrigation engineering; his (Silvermaster’s) 
wife came to United States in 1923 as companion to the family of Maj. Wallace 
Copeland Philoon, then United States assistant military attaché at Peking, who 
knew the Witte family before the revolution. * * * Denies Communist member- 
ship in Seattle underground in early twenties. * * * Was brought to Wash 
ington not by Bloch but in response to a telegram from Dr. George Mitchell 
offering him Resettlement Administration position. 

At time of Bloch’s appointment to the Maritime Labor Board, a United 
States Senate committee investigated charges that he was a Communist, and 
found them baseless, following which Dr. Bloch was confirmed by the Senate. 
* *% “T met Dr. Bloch in 1922 and have known him socially and profession- 
ally. * * * The statement in the memorandum for General Strong that I was 
a vigorous Communist Party member at the time I worked for the Farm Security 
Board is nonsensical. I have been smeared for promoting migratory-labor camps 
‘ ** ete. With respect to the security matters * * * “Mr. Ellenger of 
inv Division (BEW) submitted a memorandum to me May 25 requesting approval 
of additional personnel for his unit. The memorandum included a statement 
that the following requirements would be maintained for group assistants: 
College degree with completion of course indicating interest in international 
problems, reading knowledge of German and one other European language, ‘both 
parents must be born in the U.S. A.’ I objected to the last because if I accepted 
his recommendations, I would have to request his, Ellinger’s, resignation, and 
would have to relinquish my own position with the Board,” * * * the eondi- 
tion was “un-American and undemocratic as recognizing classes of citizenship,” 
ete., and such restrictions would not enhance the security within the BEW. 


Mr. Morrts. Mr. Mandel, have we also a notation from General 
Strong to Gen. Hayes A. Kromer in connection with the same matter? 
Mr. Manpvex. We have, from a memo here reading as follows: 


Exuipit No. 44A 
JUNE 17, 1942. 
In files of Military Intelligence. 
From: Gen. George V. Strong. 
To: Brig. Gen. Hayes A. Kromer. 

General Strong states that the position of G-2 in this matter is that the em- 
ployees of Government departments who have access to classified information 
should be “like Caesar’s wife, above reproach” and suspicion. G—2’s opinion 
having been asked in relation to Mr. Silvermaster, we adhere to our opinion that 
he should not be employed where he has access to confidential or secret infor- 
mation, 


Mr. Morris. Do we have another letter from the War Department, 
Mr. Mandel, in connection with this matter ? 
Mr. Manpeu. We have here a letter from the War > ~ehace dated 


July 3, 1942, addressed to Hon. Milo Perkins, Board of Economic War- 


fare, Washington, D.C. Subject: Mr. Nathan Gregory Silvermaster. 
Exurpit No, 45 


Dear Mr. PERKINS: I have personally made an examination of the case and have 
discussed it with Maj. Gen. G. V. Strong, G-2. I am fully satisfied that the facts 
do not show anything derogatory to Mr. Silvermaster’s character or loyalty to 
the United States and that the charges in the report of June 3 are unfounded. 

I request that the copy of the report of June 3 in your files be returned to the 
War Department. 

Yours very truly, 
Ropert P. PATTERSON, 
Under Secretary of War. 


$2918°—53—pt. 3———-4 
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Mr. Morris. Mr. Silvermaster, at that time were you a Communist, 
at the time of the transfer ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer under the privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Was that statement that you gave a truthful statement 
about your being a member of the Communist ‘Party! ¢ 

Mr. Sitvermasrer. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Had you previously been a member of the Communist 
underground in Seattle ? 

Mr. Stivermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the 
privilege. 

Senator WreLxer. Counsel, may I have a question ? 

The Cuatrrman. Senator Welker. 

Senator WeLker. Did Elizabeth Bentley ever visit in the basement 
of your home in Washington, D. C.? 

Mr. SiivermMaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege ¢ 

Senator WeLker. Are you familiar with the testimony wherein, on 
page 610 of the House Un-American Activities Committee hearings, 
published under Public Law 601, Miss Bentley stated that Mr. Ullman, 
the Silvermasters, and Elizabeth Bentley were the only people familiar 
with the photographic apparatus in the basement of your home ? 

Mr. Sitvermasrer. I refuse to answer this question under the 
privilege. 

Senator Weiker. Did you ever own a Contax camera ? 

Mr. SitverMaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 

Senator Weiker. Are you also familiar with her testimony wherein 
Miss Bentley testified that she saw huge stacks of confidential top- 
secret Government documents in your basement which were being 
photographed and processed for transmission to the Communist Party 
in the Soviet Union ? ' 

Mr. StrverMaster. I refuge to answer this question under the 
privilege of the fifth amendment. 

Senator Weiker. Are you also familiar with her testimony given 
on page 611 of the same document heretofore referred to—— 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the 
privilege. 

Senator Werxker. I have not finished my question. 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I beg your pardon. 

Senator Weixer. Wherein she stated in the latter part of 1942 
when the workload of the couriers became rather heavy that it was 
impossible for you to do all of the processing in the basement of 
your home, and, as a result of this, they were to photograph documents 
only and then return the film to Miss Bentley, who took it to New 
York for complete processing and then from there send it to the 
Soviet Union through the Communist apparatus? Are you familiar 
with that testimony ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer that question under the priv- 
ilege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morrts. Mr. Silvermaster, I notice that in your file Mr. Lauchlin 
Currie, Washington, D. C., occupation: Administrative Assistant to 
rr President, had been contacted by the investigating authorities in 
1945, and he was listed among three people here. He is the first of 
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three people who commented favorably concerning your character 
and reputation. This is a paper taken from your file. It says on 
this paper: 

The length of acquaintance with Mr. Lauchlin Currie and yourself was 6 
years. 

That was in 1945. Now, when did you first meet Lauchlin Currie? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the priv- 
ilege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Did you in fact use Lauchlin Currie as a reference ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the priv- 
ilege of the fifth amendment. 

Senator Weixer. Mr. Silvermaster, may I have one more question ? 
In your opening testimony given at this session a few moments ago, 
about an hour ago, you, under oath, made the statement, which has 
been repeated here several times “I am a loyal citizen. I have never 
betrayed the interests of the United States. I am not and have never 
been a security risk.” I will ask you again, as of this very moment, 
Mr. Silvermaster, are you a secret agent of the Communist Party en- 
gaged in active espionage and sabotage against the Government of the 
United States? 

Mr. Survermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the priv- 
ilege of the fifth amendment. 

The CHatrman. Proceed, Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Morris. What was your next Government assignment after re- 
turning from BEW, Mr. Silvermaster? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. With Farm Security Administration. 

Mr. Morris. What? 

Mr. Strvermaster. Farm Security Administration. 

Mr. Morris. How long did you stay with the Farm Security 
Administration ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. Throughout most of the war period. 

Mr. Morris. What year, to be.specific ? 

Mr. StrvermMaster. Until about 45, I believe. Iam not clear on that. 

Mr. Morrts. Were you also with the War Assets Administration ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. Later on I transferred, not to War Assets 

Mr. Morris. Would you tell us about your assignment with War 
Assets Administration ? 

Mr. Srtvermaster. Under the War Assets Administration I was 
Chief Economist for the War Assets Administration. 

Mr. Morris. Would you give us a brief description of your job as 
the Chief Economist for the War Assets Administration ? 

Mr. Sutvermaster. The general duties was to analyze the various 
types of surplus properties to determine their marketability to the 
commercial field, to help in determining the level of prices at which 
they should be moved for a brief time under the division to participate 
in the analysis of the war plants that were to be sold to private in- 
dustry. 

Mr. Morris. Would you raise your voice a bit? 

Mr. Strvermaster. To analyze the plants owned by the Government 
which were to be turned back to private industry, and to make recom- 
mendations to Congress on the disposition of those plants. 

Mr. Morris. In that capacity did you have access to confidential 
Government information ? 
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Mr. Sinvermaster. I had access to all the information that was 
within the War Assets Administration. 

Mr. Morris. Was any of that classified ? 

Mr. Sitvermasrer. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Morris. You don’t recall? 

Mr. Survermaster. I don’t believe any of it was classified. 

Mr. Morris. How long did you hold that position as the Chief 
Economist of War Assets Administration ? 

Mr. Survermaster. For several months. I don’t recall now. 

Mr. Morris. That was in the year 1946? 

Mr. Strvermaster. ’46, 1 believe. You see—may I explain? 

Mr. Morris. By all means. I would like you to give us as full an 
explanation of all these job assignments as possible. 

Mr. Strvermaster. The War Assets Administration was formed by 
merging a number of surplus disposal agencies of the Government. 
The last stage before the formation of the War Assets Administration 
was the RFC, and the RFC brought together the Consumer Goods 
Division, which was under the Commerce Department, and the pro- 
ducers Goods Division, which was under RFC, I do not recall who 
had responsibility for plants, but all of these were merged into one 
agency known as the War Assets Administration. 

Mr. Morris. How long did you retain that position? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I don’t recall the exact time. Under the War 
Assets Administration perhaps 

Mr. Morris. Was that your last Government employment ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Until 1947? 

Mr. Sittvermaster. 1946, I believe. 

Mr. Morris. What month in 1946; do you know? 

Mr. Stitvermaster. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, I would like to make reference to the 
report that we introduced the other day during the testimony of 
Harold Glasser, and that was the report that was referred to by Vice 
President Nixon in his speech while he was then Congressman Nixon 
on the floor of the House of Representatives in 1950, in which he 
made reference to a November 1945 report. In that report I would 
like to call your attention, Mr. Chairman, to this statement : 





The espionage groups with which Bentley worked were primarily employees 
of the United States Government stationed in Washington, D. C. The head 
of the most important group originally run by Golos was N. Gregory Silvermaster, 
at one time an employee of the De partment of Labor and now connected with the 
United States Treasury Department. Another member of this group who resides 
with Silvermaster is William L. Ullman, a major of the United States Army Air 
Forces, stationed at the Pentagon Building, who has been responsible for the 
obtaining and photographing of classified information regarding United States 
Government war plans and also reports of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
copies of which had been furnished to G-—2 of the Army at the Pentagon 
Building. 


The purpose of referring to that is that this report was being cir- 
culated within the Government in 1945. 

Senator Jenner. It may go in the record and become a part of the 
record. 

(The document referred to appears in the testimony of Harold 
Glasser as exhibit 12 on pp. 71-73.) 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Silvermaster, did you ever take an oath of office 
in connection with your Government employment ? 
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Mr. Sitvermaster. [I did. 

Mr. Morris. I would like to show you a copy of an oath taken from 
your file, which reads in this fashion : 

I, Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, pursuant to a discussion with W. G. Wood- 
ford, and having been duly sworn by him, depose and say of my own free will 
and accord as follows: 

Because of the present hostilities between the United States and the Axis 
countries; because I have close relatives residing in the Axis countries or in 
territory dominated by them; and because of my present or proposed employment 
with the Government service, it is understandable that pressure might be exerted 
upon me to divulge certain information, possessed or procurable, which could 
be deemed of value by those countries and their allies. 

At the present time I have no relatives living in Axis or Axis-controlled 
countries, 

My wife did have relatives living in parts of Russia which may have been 
Axis dominated for a time. She has not heard from them since 1936 and does 
not know their whereabouts or whether they are living or dead at the present 
time. Neither my wife nor myself correspond with anyone living in Russia. 

I realize that under the Espionage Act it is unlawful to obtain or permit to 
be obtained information affecting national defense, also unlawful to disclose 
information affecting national defense, and that any such violations of this act 
can be prosecuted in court. In the event that any pressure is brought upon me 
to divulge or to procure information in connection with the defense program of 
the United States, or of any other nature concerning the United States Govern- 
ment, I declare that I shall at once inform my immediate supervisor of such fact. 


N. GREGORY SILVERM ASTER. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 28th day of June 1944. 

W. G. Wooprorp, Agent. 

Do you remember signing that affidavit? 

Mr. Srivermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the priv- 
ilege of the fifth amendment. 

Senator WeLker. Was any pressure at any time ever brought on you 
to divulge or secure information in connection with the defense pro- 
gram of ‘the United States or any other nation concerning the United 
States Government ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I claim the privilege of refusing to answer this 
question under the fifth amendment. 

Senator Werixer. And if that pressure Were brought upon you, 
did you at any time immediately inform your supervisor of such 
fact? 

Mr. Stivermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the priv- 
ilege of the fifth amendment. 

Senator Weiker. You never told anybody that anybody wanted 
any information from you, did you, Mr. Silvermaster? ; 

fr. Sutvermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the same 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Are you acquainted with a man named Robert A. 
Brady? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Are you acquainted with a man named Robert Merri- 
man ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the priv- 
ilege. 

Senator We.xker. Mr. Silvermaster, right after the year 1945 and 
directing your attention to the prior question about the disc losures 
made by the now Vice President Nixon, I will ask you if it is not a 
fact. that notwithstanding the disclosures made that you were dis- 








128 INTERLOCKING SUBVERSION IN GOVERNMENT 


loyal to the United States Government, you were actually advanced 
in rank and given a raise and promotion in Government ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I don’t get—is that a question? What was the 
question? I don’t get it. 

Senator Weixer. In 1945 or shortly after that date, I will ask 
you if it is not a fact that you were given an advancement, a promo- 
tion, a higher grade and at a higher salary in the Government of the 
United States ? 

Mr. Sirvermastrer. That is true. 

Mr. Morris. Senator Welker, I would like to point out that, accord- 
ing to that memorandum, some of the documents that he had actually 

irned over, according to this memorandum, had been actually ob- 
tained by the intelligence authorities. 

Now on how many occasions have you visited the White House, 
Mi. Silvermaster ? 

Mr. Sinvermaster. As I recall, about two occasions. 

Mr. Morris. What were the circumstances of your visit to the White 
House on those two occasions ? 

Mr, Sitvermaster. General reception. 

Mr. Morris. Who invited you? 

Mr. Sirvermasrer. I do not reca ul. 

Mr. Morris. You do not recall who invited you? 

Mr. Survermaster. No. 

Mr. Morris. Is it your testimony that you have been at the White 
House on only two occasions and you cannot recall who invited you ¢ 

Mr. Stnvermaster. At the White House proper I do not recall. 

Phe Cuarman. Who was present when you were there ‘ 

Mr. Strvermasrer. Literally hundreds and hundreds of people. 

The Crnamman. Literally hundreds and hundreds of people. Did 
vou meet the President ? 

Mr. Strvermasrer. No. 

The Cuarrman. Did you meet the President’s wife? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I don’t recall. 

Mir. Morris. You mean you cannot recall whether you met the wife 
the President of the United States? 

Mr. Strvermaster. That’s true. 

Mr. Morris. Is that your testimony ¢ 

Mr. Strvermaster. That’s right. 

The Cuamman. You have been in Government all these years and 
you'do not remember anyone else being present at the time? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I do not recall. 1 think the time I was there— 
I don’t remember whether the Vice President stood in the ree eption 
line or whether Mrs. Roosevelt stood in the reception line. I really 
don’t remember. 

Mr. Morris. And you cannot recall who invited you? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I don’t recall. 

Senator WreLker. Was Alger Hiss there? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the priv- 
lege. 

Mr. Morris. You made a distinction there, the White House proper, 
Mr. Silvermaster. The old State Department Building served for a 
period of time as an extension of the White House. Are you ac- 
quainted with that fact ? 


— 


0 
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Mr. Sr.verM. ag 0 It was mentioned to me the other day at the 
executive session. I didn’t know that the old State Department was 
known as the old White House. 

Mr. Morris. Have you ever been in the old State Department Build- 
ing? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I was. 

Mr. Morris. Whom did you visit in that old State Department 
building ?¢ 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I visited the office of 

Mr. Morris. I can’t hear you. I wish you would speak up a bit, 
please. 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I visited the office of Ambassador—it was a con- 
ference attended by representatives of the Board of Economic War- 
fare. 

Mr. Morris. What ambassador was that ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. From Spain. 

Mr. Morris. Who was he? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I don’t recall. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Morris. Whom else did you visit in that building? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Morrts. Did you ever visit Lauchlin Currie in that building? 

Mr. Stivermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. ; 

Mr. Morris. Did you know that Lauchlin Currie was one of the 
executive assistants to the President of the United States and, as such, 
had an office in the old State Department Building? Do you know 
that? 

Mr. Sttvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 

The CuHarrman. You have answered the question that you visited 
back and forth with Harry Dexter White and so forth. You knew 
Lauchlin Currie, did you not ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. The question wasn’t phrased. 

The Cuamman. Well, you knew Lauchlin Currie, did you not? 

Mr. SttverMAster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Did you visit Lauchlin Currie in the old State Depart- 
ment Building, which was an extension of the White House? 

Mr. SutverMasTeER. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Did you ever meet Owen Lattimore in that building ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know Owen Lattimore? 

Mr. Sttvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know another Executive Assistant to the Presi- 
dent named David Niles? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Have you ever met with David Niles? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Have you ever attended meetings with David Niles? 
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Mr. Sttvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know a man named Max Lowenthal ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Did you ever have conversations with Max Lowenthal ? 

Mr. SutvermMasrer. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
privilege. 

Mr. Morrts. Do you know a man named David Wahl? 

Mr. StiverMAsteR. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Did you ever have any meetings with David Wahl? 

Mr. SttvermMaster. I refuse to answer that question under the same 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. To your knowledge, are any of those three individuals 
I just asked you about connected in any way with the Communist 
apparatus ¢ 

Mr. SurvermMaster. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
VIN ilege. 

Mr. Morris. You know Mr. Edward U. Condon, do you not ? 

Mr. SILVERMASTER. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. In fact, you once asked Mr. Condon for technical assist- 
ance when you were working with the War Assets Administration, 
did you not? 

Mr. SrtverMaster. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us about that ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I didn’t ask him for technical assistance. We 
discussed the possibility of exchange of service between the Bureau 
of Standards and the War Assets Administration whereby the Bureau 
of Standards would inspect some of the war surplus materials to de- 
termine their contents and the War Assets Administration, in return. 
would provide the Bureau with machine tools that they needed and 
that War Assets might have in its possession. We discussed that 
possibility and nothing developed of it. 

Mr. Morris. In that connection, Mr. Condon visited you at your 
home, did he not? 

Mr. Sttvermaster. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. On several occasions ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. On 2 or 3 occasions. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Morris. Did he ever go into your basement? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. You won’t tell us whether Mr. Condon ever went into 
the basement of your home ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Harry Dexter White arranged to get an assignment 
for you to Bretton Woods, did he not ? 

Mr. SurverMaster. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Will you give us the circumstances of your being as- 
signed to Bretton Woods by Harry Dexter White? 

Mr. Sttvermaster. He had asked that I attend the conference in 
the capacity of a consultant. 

Mr. Morris. And did you attend in that capacity ? 
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Mr. Srivermaster. I attended the conference. I was there for a 
day or two and left because of an attack of asthma, so, in effect, I did 
not attend the conference. 

Mr. Morris. You did not ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I did, but then I left after a day of two because 
of a severe attack of asthma. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know that Frank Coe was the Technical Sec- 
retary to the Bretton Woods Monetary Conference / 

Mr. StivermMaster. I refuse to answer under the privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know Frank Coe? 

Mr. SitverMaster. I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Mandel, do we have a letter in the file bearing on 
the request of Mr. White that Mr. Silvermaster be assigned to the 
Bretton Woods conference ? 

Mr. MAnpbe,. We have a letter dated June 23, 1944, addressed to 
Mr. Harry D. White, Assistant to the Secretary, Treasury Depart 
ment, Washington, D. C.: 

ExurBir No. 46 

DEAR MR. WHITE: This is in reference to your letter of June 16, 1944. We are 
agreeable to the detail of Dr. Gregory Silvermaster to the United Nations Mone 
tary and Financial Conference as one of the technical secretaries to the United 
States delegation 

It is our understanding that this detail will begin on July 1, lasting for 2 or 3 
weeks, and that Dr. Silvermaster’s transportation and other expenses will be 
paid from the Conference funds. 

Sincerely yours, 
FRANK HANCOCK, 
Administrator. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, may that go into the record. 

Senator JENNER. That may go in the record and become part of it. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 46° and was 
‘ead above in full by Mr. Mandel.) 

Mr. Morris. Did Mr. Harry Dexter White visit you at your home? 

Mr. SttverMaster. He did. 

Mr. Morris. On how many occasions ? 

Mr. SiItverMASTER. Several. 

Mr. Morrts.. Who were present on the occasions that Mr. White 
visited you at your home? 

Mr. Srpvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Did Mr. Harry Dexter White ever go into your 
basement ? 

Mr. SitverMaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, we have sworn testimony before our 
committee that Michael Greenberg, one of the assistants to Lauchlin 
Currie in the White House, was an organized Communist. 

Did you ever visit Michael Greenberg ¢ 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Did you know Michael Greenberg ? 

Mr. Siivermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 
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Mr. Morris. Did you ever attend meetings with Michael Greenberg ? 

Mr. Srtirvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Was Michael Greenberg ever at your home? 

Mr. SrrverMaster. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
rivilege. 

Mr. Morris. What were your duties at Bretton Woods ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I don’t recall that I had any because I didn’t 
participate in any activities. As I said, from the very beginning I 
had a terrific attack of asthma and I had to leave within a day or so. 

Mr. Morris. You established the European-African Division of the 
Bureau of Economic Warfare? 

Mr. Srpvermaster. I did not establish it. 

Mr. Morris. Did you aid in the establishment of it? 

Mr. StiverMaster. I did aid in the establishment of it. 

Mr. Morris. Was there a charge brought against you that you were 
lax in supporting security in that division ? 

Mr. SttverMaster. I refuse to answer that under the privilege of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know aman named Allan Rosenberg ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Did you have any friend of yours who worked in the 
Office of the Secretary of War during the period 1942? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Did you confer with anyone in Secretary of War Pat- 
terson’s office in connection with the clearance that was arranged with 
that office that was read into the record a while ago ? 

Mr. StrvermMAster. I refuse to answer the question under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Had Frank Coe ever helped you in obtaining transfers 
from one Government job to another ? 

Mr. Sritvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Have you ever been a consultant on agricultural ques- 
tions for the White House? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Have you ever been at the home of Louise Bransten ? 

Mr. SiiverMastTeR. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
privilege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Did you attend a meeting in the home of Louise Brans- 
ten, together with Mr. Lee Pressman and Paul Robeson ? 

Mr. Stivermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege. 

Senator Werxer. Mr. Silvermaster, did you ever know Barbara 
Hoffmeister ? 

Mr. Sttvermaster. I don’t recall the name. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know a man named Solomon Adler ? 

Mr. Srivermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Have you ever met at any time Paul Robeson ? 








INTERLOCKING SI 


Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse 
lege of the fifth amendment. 


Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, 


ny 
e 


BVERSION IN 133 


GOVERNMENT 
to answer the question under the priv i- 


I would like to put into the recerd 


at this time, just without any connotation of any kind, the employees 


that worked under Mr. Silve 


Government post. 
The Cuarrman. Proceed. 
Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, 
in the War Assets Administ! 
three-page list. I would like 
thei ‘paration date and t] 
+} } 


i? 
1 











ation under Mr. Silvermaster. 


rinaster while he was in a particular 


I hi ve here a li { of people who worked 
It is a 
It also contains 


agencies o1 other assign- 


it to LO in the record. 
Government 








ments that they had after they left this assignment with Mr. Silver- 
master, 
The CHarmMan. It may go in the record and become a part of the 
record, 
(The a ent referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 47” and is as 
» 1) 
follows: ) 
exuintr N 17 
Vames of employ how ked 4 / D \V. G. Silvermaster at War isscts 
tdministration but whoare no longer employed bu We issets Administration 
. R hn 
Ad Harold E Aug. 29, 104 R ed ept ott osition, 
Albaugh, Helen E Fe 16,1947 | Labor Dep nent, Wage and Hour 
A nderso Paul H Ja 28, 1947 Departn t of Comn Personnel Operations 
At Martin Nov. 2,1945 | 7 ry Departm lax Legislative 
Ba Joseph J Oct. 10, 1947 R ed; | at idustr 
Ber t, Will B M 7,1948 | M I 
B ein. Lo Nov. 18,1947 | Red { 
Be n, Thelv Feb, 7,194 R i 
B a r E2 Se 6, 194 R | 
Br , Bernice S$ June 30, 1947 R for 
B Naomi H Mar. 28, 1948 | D ( 0 I af il Trade 
B Albert May 21, 1946 | Natio Housit Ag 
( 1, Paulir 5 De 4 \ n Adl tra 
Dabbs, Lucille 7 Fé 2, 1947 i Dep ent, Naval Resear 
Laski, Edgar G A 13, 1047 War Department, Far Ea 
Haas, M De 2, 1947 | ¢ 1 Ser Comm 
Du jue, Joseph G Tar 15, 194 Federal H Admir 
Dunn, Helen E May 1,194 W Department, Far Ea 
I Arthur Au 10, 1948 I Coon tion Adn str 
Fishman, Leo --| Sept. 12,1947 | Re ed; to accept teaching position 
Fre man, Julian July 31, 194 \ Department; Pearl Harbor, T. H 
Fullerton, Br rad N Ju 24 ( 1 Prod n Administration 
G . Miriar el F R ed in for 
(y 1, Jo M 1s l ly for nu 
i i R N ), 104 R iced in f 
H I mm Feb, 24,194 R 1; t ( | 
1 ‘ Ann May 15,1947 | R ed; t iY 
on L. Mar. 31, 1947 I 1; privat | 
wal T. Aug. 6, 194 Re 1, leaving cit 
, vacob J Sept. 19, 1947 R 1; to a t n 
wre! Jul 2,194 Ho \ Of Ad 
el S a Jan 17 R to in n 
in T Jun 8) 1048 k uct i r 
on Jul 31, 194 VW D nt, Berl 
yn June 30, 1047 Red ( 
ladys R D 14, 194 } | t Ag ,O I i n 
1, Althea Jan. 1 47 R iced ‘ 
1, Philip... O 30, 1947 Atomic I zy ¢ m n 
, Harold B June 30,1947 | Reduced in force 
ll, lart A do Federal ( munications Commission 
, Lila O do teduced in fores 
1 nberry, Ruby I June 22, 1947 War Department, Ch f Transportation 
Rosenbaum, Arthur R... A pril 30,1948 | Resigned while und tigation 
Royster, Percy H Mar. 27,1948 | Department of Com: e, Office of Int itional Trade 
Rutledge, Edward Oct. 20,1946 | National Housing Agency 
Shere, Della M. Ebert Jan. 20, 1947 teduced in force 


Dec 1, 1946 


Silverman, Constance 


See footnote at end of table 


Central Intelligence Group 








134 INTERLOCKING SUBVERSION IN GOVERNMENT 


Vames of employees who worked under Dr. N. G. Silvermaster at War Assets 
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tion—Continued 
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# Reconstruction Finance Corporation, War Assets Corporation. 


Mr. Morris. I would like to ask you a few questions about some of 
these people. Did William B. Bennett work under you in the War 
Assets Administration ? 

Mr. Srivermaster. | believe so. 

Mr. Morris. Did you aid in having him assigned to War Assets? 

Mr. SttvermMaster. Possibly. I just don’t remember. 

Mr. Morris. Did you know a man named Louis Bernstein, a sub- 
ordinate of yours in the War Assets Administration ? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. The name I just don’t recall. 

Mr. Morris. You cannot testify whether or not you aided him in 
obtaining employment there? 

Mr. StrvermMaster. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Morris. Did you know a women named Bernice Brisker, 
B-r-i-s-k-er ? 

Mr. SitverMAsTER. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Morris. Did a man named Arthur Eden work under you there? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Morris. Did Leo Fishman ¢ 

Mr. SitvermMastrer. Yes. There was a Leo Fishman. 

Mr. Morris. Did you aid him in getting an appointment? 

Mr. Sttvermaster. Yes. He was in Farm Security. 

Mr. Morris. How about Julian Frechtman, F-r-e-c-h-t-m-a-n? Did 
you ever aid in getting Julian Frechtman in that agency ? 

Mr. SttvermMAster. I don’t recall the name. 

Mr. Morris. Myron L. Hoch? Did Myron L. Hoch work under 
you in War Assets ? 

’ Mr. Sitvermaster. IT don’t recall. 

Mr. Morris. Does the name of Jacob Kaufman—— 

Mr. SrtverMaster. Yes. He was in the Farm Security Adminis- 
tration 

Mr. Morris. And you brought him with you to the War Assets. 
Did you know Lawrence Kegan, K-e-g-a-n. 

Mr. Sitvermastrer. I don’t recall the name. 


Mr. Morris. Philip Mullenbach. 
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Mr. Strvermaster. Yes: I recall the name. 

Mr. Morrts. Harold B. November. 

Mr. StrvermAster. Yes; I recall the name. 

Mr. Morris. When did you first meet Harold November? 

Mr. Strvermasrer. I don’t remember. He was with the Farm 
Security. 

Mr. Morris. Did you know him in any capacity other than meeting 
him in his office ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. No. I don’t know. 

Mr. Morris. You don’t recall or you do not know? 

Mr. StrverMaster. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Morrts. May all these go into the record ? 

The CuairmMan, They were made a part of the record. 

Mr. Morris. Just as is. 

Mr. Strvermaster. May I comment? 

Mr. Morris. You may. 

Mr. StrverMaster. There were mergers of several research agen- 
cies. Those mergers were going on all the time. I might have 
known these people and they might have been brought into the divi- 
sion without my even knowing them. 

Mr. Morrts. I understand that. 

The Cuatrman. Your answer was you did not recall these people. 

Mr. Morris. Did you have any assistants who went with you from 
one Government agency to another? 

Mr. StrvermMaster. As far as I recall, several members of the staff 
in the Farm Security Administration went with me to the War 
Assets. 

Mr. Morris. Who were they ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. As I recall, Mr. Kaufman was one of them and 
November possibly. I don’t really know. No, I really don’t remem- 
ber whether he was in the War Assets or not. 

Mr. Morris. Did you make any recommendations as to who should 
be assigned with you in these various transfers ? 

Mr. SturvermMaster. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Morrts. Do you know a man named Charles S. Flato? 

Mr. SirvermMaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Were you ever a member of the United Federal Work- 
ers of America? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know a woman named Margaret Ostrov No- 
vember, the wife of Harold November, about whom we have just asked 
you a few questions ? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I believe I met her. 

Mr. Morris. When did you meet her? 

Mr. Sttvermaster. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know aeman named Henry Beitscher, B-e-i-t- 
s-e-h-e-r, an official of the United Federal Workers ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Morris. You don’t recall? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know a man named David Ziskind? 

Mr. SttvermMaster. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Who is David Ziskind ¢ 
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Mr. StrvermMaster. Lawyer. 

Mr. Morris. In Washington? What was the occasion of your 
meeting him ? 

Mr. Strvermastrrr. I don’t recall. I have known him rather 
vaguely. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know a man named Boris Skvirsky, S-k-v-i-r- 
s-k-y / 

Mr. Strvermaster. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. He was an unofficial representative of the Soviet Union 
in this country, was he not ¢ 

Mr. Sirvermaster. That’s right. 

Mr. Morris. Did you ever meet him? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I did. 

Mr. Morris. For what purpose did you meet him? 

Mr. Suvermastrr. To thank him for he ‘ping my brother who was 
a friend of his to emigrate from Australia to this country. 

Mr. Morris. What year was that, ee 

Mr. SirverMAsTer. ae or 1927. I really don’t remember. He 
happened to be in San Francisco and c saw his name in the paper, 
found out where he s tayed, and I jus st went 

Mr. Morris. How did he aid your brother in emigrating from Aus- 
tralia ¢ 

Mr. Strvermaster. My brother and he were friends in Australia. 

Mr. Morris. Is that your brother Arkady ¢ 

Mr. Strvermasrer. That’s right. ‘That was around 1910, 1911, or 
1912. In 1926 or 1927 my brother wanted to come to this country to 
immigrate. No; it wasn’t that. I don’t recall the circumstances, 
whether it was his wife who had difficulty in coming here or he had 
difficulty in coming in. And, so, either he wrote or asked me to write 
to Mr. Skvirsky or somebody else, and I wrote to Senator Borah asking 
for intercession on behalf of my brother’s wife. I don’t recall, Those 
were the circumstances 

Mr. Morris. During 1940 did you investigate for the Maritime Labor 
Board a mutiny aboard a ship? 

Mr, Strvermaster. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Morris. You don’t recall the incident ? 

Mr. Strvermastrer. No; I don’t recall. 

Mr. Morris. You do not remember investigating a mutiny aboard 
a ship in 1940? 

Mr. Strvermaster. No; I don’t recall. 

Mr. Morris. Did Lauchlin Currie ever visit at your home at 5515 
30th Street NW., Washington ? 

Mr. SitverMAsTER. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know a man named Sam Kagel, K-a-g-e-1? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege. 

‘Mr. Morris. That is Mr. Kagel of the War M: anpower Commission. 

Mr. StrverMaster. | beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Kagel was with the War Manpower Commission, 
was he not ¢ 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 
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Mr. Morris. Do you know a man named Atomboy Kheifitz, K-h-e-i- 
f-i-t-z? The first name is A-t-o-m-b-o-y. 

Mr. Sttvermaster. I don’t recall the name. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know Paul Radin, R-a-d-i-n? 

Mr. StrverMaster. I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Morris. Did you recommend Paul Radin for a position to one 
Henry Alsberg in connection with the Federal Writers project 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know Edwin Smith of the National Labor Re- 
lations Board ¢ 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Did you know Mary Van Kleeck? 

Mr. Sunvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Did you ever meet Mary Van Kleeck in San Francisco? 

Mr. SttverMaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi 
lege. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know a man named Haakon Chevalier? 

Mr. SitverMAster. | refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege. 

Mr. Morris. To your knowledge, was Haakon Chevalier at the 
University of California during the late 1930's? 

Mr. SrrverMaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Did you ever meet man named Joseph Fels Barnes? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know Anna Falcoff ? 

Mr. Sirvermasrer. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege. 

Mr. Morris. She was a former landlady of yours, was she not? 
Mr. Sirvermasrer. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege. 

Mr. Morris. To your knowledge, was she considered by the Seattle 
Police Department to have been a Communist ¢ 

Mr. Stnvermasrer. | refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know a person named Elton L. Guthrie of 
Seattle / 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know a man named Sam Walters? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I refuse to answer under the privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know his wife? 

Mr. Sirvermasrer. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know a man named Richard Sasuly, S-a-s-u- 
l-y¢ 

Mr. Stpvermasrer. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege. 

“Mr. Morris. Did you ever employ him in the Farm Security Admin- 
istration in Washington / 
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Mr. Sirvermasrer. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege. 

Mr. Morris. Did you recommend him for any other Government 
employment ¢ 

Mr. Strvermasrer. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know that he gave you as a reference on August 
3, 1945, for the position of commercial specialist, Foreign Funds Con- 
trol Division of the Treasury Department ¢ 

Mr. StrvermMasrer. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege. 

Mr. Morris. Did you recommend him for a position in Germany 
directing major research and investigative work for the Treasury 
Department in the Supreme Headquarters of the Allied Expedi- 
tionary Force in Germany ¢ 

Mr. SitverMaAster. I refuse to answer the question under the privi- 
lege. 

Mr. Morris. Is Mrs. Sasuly a friend of yours? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Morris. Have they ever been in your home? 

Mr. Sttvermasrer. I refuse to answer the question under the same 
rivilege. 

Mr. Morris. Did you know Mr. Sasuly when you were with the 
California State Relief Administration ¢ 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer this question under the same 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. You know a man named C. B. Baldwin, do you not? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Who was Mr. Baldwin? 

Mr. SttvermMaster. My superior. 

Mr. Morris. Where ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. Farm Security. 

Mr. Morris. When did you first meet him ? 

Mr. SrtverMaster. Soon after I came to Washington. 

Mr. Morris. When did you last see Mr. Baldwin / 

Mr. Sirvermasrer. I saw Mr. Baldwin a few months ago. 

Mr. Morrts. Was that in connection with the testimonial dinner in 
New York? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. That’s right. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know a man named Palmer Weber? 

Mr. StrverMasrer. I refuse to answer that question under the 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. When did you last see Palmer Weber ? 

Mr. Sitvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know a man named Robert K. Lamb? 

Mr. Sttvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know Mary Dublin Keyserling? 
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Mr. Srrvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know Sol Leschinsky ? 

Mr. Strvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. And Henry Collins? 

Mr. Sirvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
rivilege. 

Mr. Morris. Herbert Schimmel ? 

Mr. Sitrvermaster. I refuse to answer the question under the 
privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Fritzie Manuel ? 

Mr. Strvermasrer. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know Catherine Bauer? 

Mr. SirverMaster. I refuse to answer under the same privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, may we hold a session this afternoon 
to put some of these documents in the record ? 

The CuarrMan. This afternoon ? 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, we can do this: Suppose we prepare a 
list of documents and we can have them ready for introduction at the 
next session. 

The CuarrmMan. Yes. 

Senator We._ker. And you might have them for the counsel of Mr. 
Silvermaster because he won’t be here. You can show them to his 
counsel. He can receive them in Mr. Silvermaster’s absence. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Mandel, will you introduce these documents into 
the record of this hearing? 

Mr. Manpeu. United States Civil Service Commission, Service 
Records Division, Washington, D. C., April 15, 1953. 

Mr. Morris. May that go in the record? 

The Cuatrman. It may go in the record and become a part of the 
record. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 48” and is as 
follows :) 


Exnuipit No. 48 
UNITED STATES CrviL SERVICE COMMISSION 
SERVICE RECORD DIVISION, WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


ApriL 15, 1953. 
STATEMENT OF FEDERAL SERVICE 

Notice to individuals—This record should be preserved—Additional copies of 
service histories cannot be furnished due to limited personnel in the Commis- 
sion. This record may be presented to appointing officers for their inspection. 
Name: Silvermaster, Nathan G. 
Date of birth: 11-27-98. 

Authority for original appointment (examination from which appointed or 
other authority—Executive order, law, or other exemption) : Excepted—Execu- 
tive Order of 4-30-35, 
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Mr. Manpev. Temporary appointment, transfer, reinstatement or 
promotion, record No. 455706, dated June 14, 1939. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Silvermaster, would you like to see your signature 
as it appears on these documents and affirmed is your signature? Is 
that your signature, Mr. Silvermaster ? 

Mr. Sturvermaster. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, will you receive in the record all the 
other form 57s that appear in the file? 

The Cuarrman. They may go in the record and become a part of the 
record. 

(The documents referred to were marked “Exhibit Nos. 50-53” and 
filed for the record.) 

(Exhibits Nos. 50, 52 and 53 are on file with the committee. Por- 
tions of Exhibit No. 51 follow:) 


Exit No. 51 


Form 57 application dated May 4, 1954. 

Question No. 17: Do you advocate or have you ever advocated, or are you now 
or have you ever been a member of any organization that advocates the over- 
throw of the Government of the United States by force or violence? Answer: No. 

Question No. 35: References: 





Full name Address Business or occupation 
L. Bloch ; ' | U. 8. Manpower Commission, San Francisco Economist. 
Dewey Anderson......| UNRRA, Washington, D. C | Economist. 
R. W. Hudgens.......] FSA, USDA, Washington, D. C___-...------- Associate Administrator. 
tay C SNEED catesnsicenio BAE, USDA, Washington, D. C Sas Economist, BAE Coordinator. 
Lauchlin Currie...---- FEA, Washington, D. C_-..- ..-----.-----| Deputy Administrator. 


Question No. 37: Experience: 
Present position: 
Exact title of your position: Head Labor Economist, Director, Labor Div. 
Salary: Starting $5,600. 
Final $6,500. 
Duties and responsibilities: Development of programs and policies in labor 
relations; research and studies in farm labor and farm labor programs. 


Place: Washington, D. C., from June 1940 to May 1944. 

Name of employer: Farm Security Administration, Washington, D. C. 

Number and Class of Employees you supervised: 35, about 24 professional. 

Name and title of your immediate supervisor: Mr. R. W. Hudgens, Associate 
Administrator, FSA. 


Place: Washington, D. C., from Nov. 1988 to June 1940. 

Name of employer: U. 8. Maritime Labor Board, Washington, D, C, 

Exact title of your position: Chief Economist. 

Salary: Starting: $4,600. 

Final: $5,600. 

Duties and responsibilities: In charge of research staff; preparation of report 
to Congress on development of policies to assure stable labor relations in mari- 
time industry. 

Nuinber and class of employees you supervisd: About 15, mostly professional. 

Name and title of your immediate supervisor: Dr. L. Bloch and R. Bruere, 
Chairman. 

Reason fer leaving: Completion of Report to Congress—transfer. 

Place: Washington, D. C., from August 1935 to Nov. 1938. 

Duties and responsibilities: Liaison officer with Construction Division on labor 
relations matters. Cost analysis studies. 

Name of employer: Resettlement Administration, Washington, D. C. 

Name and title of your immediate supervisor: Dr. Mercer G. Evans. 

teason for Leaving: Transfer. 

Exact title of your position: Director, Division of Research and Surveys. 

Salary: Starting $4,200. 
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Duties and responsibilities: Economic and social research; development of 
policies. 

Place: Ban Francisco, Calif., from May 1934 to Aug. 1935. 

Name of employer: California State Relief Administration, San Francisco 
Calif. 

Number and class of employees you supervised : 20. 

Name and title of your immediate supervisor: Frank McLaughlin, Administrator. 

Reason for leaving: Transfer. 

Exact title of your position: Economist. 

Salary: Starting $3,000. 

Duties and responsibilities: Studies in employment and unemployment trends. 

Place: San Francisco, Calif., from March 1934 to May 1934. 

Name of employer: California State Relief Administration, San Francisco, 
Calif. 

Kind of business or organization: Research and Statistics. 

Name and title of your immediate supervisor: Dr. L. Bloch, Director, Division 
of Research and Statistics. 

Reason for leaving: Promotion. 


(On a sheet attached to the Experience sheet the following appeared :) 
Experience (Cont’d) : 

1933-1934: Acting Chief Statistician for the California State Department of 
Labor, under Labor Commissioner Frank McDonald. $3,000. 

1931-1932: Economist for the California State Unemployment Commission, 
under L. Bloch, Secretary and Director of Research. $2,400. 

1931-1932: Teaching fellow, University of California, Department of Economics, 
under Prof Ira B. Cross. $700. 

1924-1931. Instructor and Prof. of Economics at St. Mary’s College, California, 
under Brother Vautasian, Head of the Economics Department and Chancellors 
Brother Gregory and Brother Leo. $3,000. 

1922-1923: Teacher at Piedmont Hills Academy, Piedmont, California, under 
Mr. Nesbitt, Director. $1,500. 

1921-1922: Odd jobs in building construction, canneries, farms and factories, 
San Francisco, Oakland, Moresville, Woodland, ete., California. 

1918-1921: Undergraduate and graduate student, University of Washington, 
Seattle, Washington, also odd jobs in shipyards and building construction. 

1917: Undergraduate student, University of California. 

1915-1916: Delivery boy and clerk for B. Mirisky, Wholesale Tobacco Com- 
pany, San Fracisco, California. 

1915: Came to the United States (San Francisco) as emigrant and student. 


(The following documents marked “Exhibit 54-74” were ordered 
into the record at a subsequent hearing by the chairman at this point.) 


Exuipitr No. 54 


RESETTLEMENT ADMINISTRATION, 
LABOR RELATIONS DIVISION, 
Washington, D. C., July 18, 1935. 
N. GREGORY SILVERM ASTER, 
Emergency Relief Administration, 
San Francisco, Calif.: 

On recommendation Paul Taylor, Sam Kagel and others we offer you position 
here in Washington on staff of Labor Relations Division Stop Salary $4,000 
per annum appointment to date from August first Stop You would be assigned 
to Management Division of Resettlement to represent us in all matters affecting 
labor in that Division Stop For immediate future work would be primarily 
one of long time planning on development of resettlement program as it 
affects labor. 

GrorGE S. MITCHELL, 
Director, Labor Relations. 
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Exurpit No. 59 
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ExHIsiT No. 60 
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en 
REQUEST FOR, REINSTATEMENT 


| CHANGE IN STATUS 


Crv1t SERVICE COMMISSION, 
Washington, D. 0. 


GENTLEMEN : 
for the (fj) transfer (1 
Silvermaster. 


7 
am, 


November 1898 
(Date of birth) 


FORMER CLASSIFIED STATUS 

(In reinstatement cases) 
PRESENT 
(In transfer or change-in-status cases) 


STATUS 


Department of Agriculture 
(Department) 


Farm Security Administration 


(Bureau or office) 


Director, Labor Division 
$5,800 per annum 
(Position, grade, and salary) 
Washington, D. C. 

(City in which formerly employed) 


(In reinstatement cases) 


MILITARY OR 


SUBVERSION 


NAVAL 





IN GOVERNMENT 


Exursit No, 61 


BoarD OF ECONOMIC WARFARE, 
Washington, D. C., March 11, 1942. 


In accordance with the civil-service rules, authority is requested 
) reinstatement (\J) change in status of N. Gregory 


Washington, D. C, 
(Address ) 
STATUS TO BE AUTHORIZED 
Board of Economic Warfare 
(Department) 


European and African Division 
(Bureau or office) 


Head Economic Analyst 
P-7, $6,500 per annum 
(Position, grade, and salary) 


Washington, D. C. 
(City in which to be employed) 


(Members of family in civil service—in 
reinstatement cases) 

(State names, degree of relationship, and 
where employed. If more than one mem- 
ber of family is in the service, Form 176° 
will be required) 


SERVICE RECORD 


(In reinstatement cases only ) 


See attached sheet for statement of duties. 
(Signature) 


EXxHIbit 


Form 3876 
Mar, 1942 


Form 875 attached. 
JOHN M. SIMMONS, 


(Official title) Personnel Officer. 


No, 62 


U. S. Crvit Service ComMMISSION 


AUTHORITY FOR TRANSFER 


Authority is hereby granted for the 
transfer of N. Gregory Silvermaster 
under Regulation IX, Section 3. 

Your request of March 11, 1942, 

Personnel Section, Department of Ag- 
riculture, Washington, D. C. 

Subject to the following conditions: 
Subject to investigation 
FROM: 

File: M-53984 (IPS 1-2733) ES :jes 
Date: March 27, 1942 

Dept.: Department of Agriculture 
Locality : Washington, D. C. 


Activity : Farm Security Administration 
Pr. Class: No. 5 

Position: Director, Laber Division 

Gr. & Sal.: $5,800 per annum 


To: 
Dept.: Board of Economic Warfare 
Locality : Washington, D. C. 7 
Activity: European and African Di- 
vision 
Pr. Class: No. 2 
Position: Head Economie Analyst 
Gr. & Sal.: P-7 $6,500 per annum 


J. S. HATHCOCK, 


Eraminer-in-charge Economics & Statistics. 


Boarp oF EcoNOMIC WARFARE, 
Washington, D. C. 
(Attention : Director of Personnel.) 
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EXHIBIT No. 63 
SEPTEMBER 21, 1942. 
To: Mr. William C. Laxton, Chief, Division of Classification, Office of Personnel. 
From: J. O. Walker, Acting Administrator. 


The war economy, as you know, throws an increasing stress upon agricultural 
labor. Many plans are under discussion for the meeting, so far as with great 
effort may be possible, the varied and pressing requirements of the farmers. 
Many agencies of Government are at work on this problem. Within the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, they include the Agriculture War Boards, Office of Agri- 
cultural War Relations, and perhaps primarily the Farm Security Administra- 
tion. Outside the Department, the problem is of much concern to the War Mun- 
power Commission, the Munitions Supply Services of the War Department, 
and the United States Employment Service. 

Insofar as the lines of interagency cooperation have been clarified, the division 
of duties which emerges is as follows: 

The United States Employment Service, through its Farm Placement Service, 
will be responsible for determining the need for agricultural workers possessing 
particular skills at particular points and times, and in stated numbers. ‘The 
Farm Security Administration will be responsible for such action programs as 
may be required in the transportation, at full or partial Government expense, of 
domestic or imported labor to centers where laborers will be within reach of 
growers. Local agencies of the Department, in particular the Agriculture War 
Boards, will assist in determining standards of wages and conditions. Where 
shelter is required, it will be the responsibility of the Farm Security Administra- 
tion to inspect it and require or provide the necessary improvements. The 
Office of the Secretary directs an interagency arrangement under which wage 
boards find prevailing rates of pay. 

Under agreement with the Government of the Republic of Mexico, this Govern- 
ment has undertaken to handle and safeguard the importation of such numbers 
of Mexican agricultural workers as may be found by the United States Employ- 
ment Service to be necessary, and the actual handling has been mainly the 
responsibility of the Farm Security Administration. Simultaneously, the Presi- 
dent and the Secretary have authorized a program of transportation of domestic 
farm labor under similar protective standards. 

Farm Security’s part in this effort has already strained greatly the Labor 
Division, both in its field and Washington offices, and authority has been given 
for the employment of 5 or 6 additional labor specialists in the Washington 
office. What is called spot research has to be undertaken on a considerable scale 
in order to enable the putting into effect fairly protective standards and in 
order to prevent errors in moving of labor crews in numbers and at times not 
accurately meeting needs for farm labor. 

The actual administration of the movement of farm laborers is not in the 
hands of the Labor Division but is in the hands of officials in the direct adminis- 
trative line, such as in the case of Mexican labor, the Regional Director in 
San Francisco who services that program as Special Assistant to the Adminis- 
trator, and in the case of domestic labor, the several regional directors through 
the migratory labor and camp officials of the Management Divisions under 
the regional directors. The field and office inquiry and planning for these 
programs is, however, done by the labor specialists in the field and is centralized 
in the staff of the Labor Division in Washington. So little attention has been 
given in previous decades to provision of agricultural labor as an organized 
program that much pioneer work remains to be done. The Labor Division of 
the Farm Security Administration has been closely engaged in this problem 
from the beginning and is undoubtedly the repository of the best formed body 
of information and experience within the Government. 

This being the case, an excessive burden of negotiation, planning, and direc- 
tion has been placed upon the Labor Division by the present emergency. The 
spread of the work in area has increased, the personnel involved has increased, 
and the difficulty and complication of the problems has increased greatly. 

As head of the Labor Division of the Farm Security Administration, Mr. N. 
Gregory Silvermaster has borne this burden and has organized the activities of 
his Washington and field staffs so as to yield the most fruitful results in the 
supply of agricultural labor to growers and in the improvement of morale and 
the protection of employment, sanitation, and health conditions of the labor 
so supplied. Mr. Silvermaster’s position has long been one which the Farm 
Security Administration has felt has been under-compensated and appeal 
is now made for recognition for the reclassification in P-7 of his position. 
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Exuistr No. 64 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 


Date: September 21, 1942. 

Recommendation to the Secretary. 
Action requested: Change in Status. 
Name: Mr. N. Gregory Silvermaster. 
Legal residence: California, 
Date of birth: 11/27/98. 
Designation: To: Head Labor Economist. From: Prin. Labor Economist. 
Classification: To: P-7 (S. 11598 From: P-6-117 (S. 10883). 
Salary: To: $6,500. From: $7,800 per annum less deductions of $ for 
Cooperative employment : 
Appropriation: LG&RR 
Date effective: Dec. 9, 1942, per Pat H. 
Name, classification, and salary of predecessor: New Position. 
Period: Permanent 
Headquarters : Washington, D. C., Labor Division, Departmental. 
Reasons (state why action is necessary) : To conform with duties performed. 

Duties: Under the general administrative direction of the Administrator with 
extra latitude for independent and unreviewed action, to serve as the Chief 
Labor Economist for the Administration and as Director of the Labor Division ; 
to serve as advisor to the Administrator on all labor phases of the entire FSA 
program and on all special labor programs, particularly in the war program un- 
der directive of the War Manpower Commission ; to advise the operating officials 
of the national office, Management Division, on technical labor questions relating 
to the program of importation of Mexican agricultural laborers and of the 
transportation of groups of agricultural laborers betweem states and sections of 
the country; to serve as the representative of the Administrator on all labor 
committees and bodies, both within and outside the Department of Agriculture; 
to direct and coordinate all research activities necessary for the formulation of 
special programs involving agricultural labor during the war emergency; to have 
complete responsibility for the coordination of all research and labor policy and 
planning work of the regional LR specialists, advising the Administrator on 
policy instructions to be sent to the regional directors on related matters; to 
maintain very close contacts with the United States Employment Service, the 
War Manpower Commission, and other similar agencies involved in, or partici- 
pating in, the special war agricultural labor programs, and to perform similar 
related duties as assigned. 


SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS 


Education: University of Washington, Seattle, Wash. A. B. in 1920 (Philos- 
ophy) ; Stanford Univ., 1926-27, Economics; University of California, 1929-30, 
Ph. D. in 1932 in Economics. 

Training and experience: July 1, 1940, to date, FSA, Wash., D. C., Prin. Labor 
Economist P—6, $5,600-5,800 p. a.; Nov. 16, 1938, to June 30, 1940, Maritime Labor 
Board, Prin. Economist, $5,600 p. a.; Aug. 15, 1935, to Nov. 15, 1988, FSA, Wash., 
D. C., Sr. Economist (Labor) P—4, $3,800 to $4,600, and Economist (Labor) P-4, 
$4,600 p. a.; March 1934 to Aug. 1935, Calif. State Emergency Relief, Economist, 
$3,000, and Director, Div. of Research and Surveys, $3,200 p. a.; Sept. 1933 to 
March 1934, Calif. State Dept. of Labor, Statistics and Law Enforcement, Acting 
Statistician, $3,600 p. a.; 1932, Calif. State Unemployment Commission, Asso- 
ciate Economist, $2,400-$3,690 p. a.; 1927-1931, St. Mary’s, Calif., Professor of 
Eeonomics, $3,000 p. a.; 1924-1927, St. Mary’s, California, Instructor in Eco- 
nomics, $2,000 p. a. 
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Last efficiency rating: 
PERSONNEL INQUIRY REPORT 


Completed satisfactorily. 


Personnel Division Action Date Date For- | Visaed and 
Received | warded Passed by 


Regional Personnel Adviser 
Divisional Assistant ; ie 
Classification Section | 
Qualification Section , | 
Appointment Section oi } 
Director of Personnel. -... | 


ExuHtsit No. 65 
Oct. 6, 1942. 
SELECTIVE SERVICE BoarpD No. 2, 
8000 Connecticut Avenue NW., 
Washington, D.C. 

GENTLEMEN: The Farm Security Administration requests the reclassification 
of N. Gregory Silvermaster, 5615 80th Street, NW., a registrant with your board, 
whose order number is 1081, from Class III-A to III-B, inasmuch as he is con- 
sidered essential to the War Effort in his civilian position as Chief Labor Econ- 
omist and Director of the Labor Division. 

The Farm Security Administration is charged by the Secretary of Agriculture, 
within the limits of funds and authorities delegated to the Administration, with 
the responsibilty of bringing into full production the manpower and resources of 
all low-income farm operators who are unable to achieve their full output 
through their own efforts or through access to the usual types of agricultural 
credit. Approximately one half of the farmers of the United States fall within 
this low-income group and from them must come a large part of the necessary 
increase in crop production. 

In its wartime program the Farm Security Administration is directed to put 
all available farm manpower and landpower of this low-income group into the 
business of producing every possible ounce of food and fiber, and to see that the 
small farmers’ production of strategie foodstuffs is made available for military 
purchasing through Agricultural Marketing and other agencies and for Lend 
Lease shipments abroad. This program is carried out primarily by eliminating, 
through the extension of credit and through personal supervision, the deficiencies 
of the low-income farmer in basic production equipment and knowledge of essen- 
tial farm and home practices; providing facilities for improved tenure arrange- 
ments, farm debt adjustment, health and medical care associations ; construction 
and/or repair of farm buildings when such work is absolutely essential for the 
health of the family or the protection of livestock and crops; the organization 
of cooperatives and the establishment of cooperative marketing facilities. 

It is the responsibility of the Farm Security Administration, through previous 
legislation and currently by direction of the War Manpower Commission, to 
provide housing for migratory farm workers and also to arrange for transporta- 
tion of such workers between crop areas, so that their service may be made 
available in a manner that will best supply the necessary labor for increased 
igricultural production. In addition, as the result of an agreement entered into 
by the United States Government and the Government of Mexico, this Adminis- 
tration is charged with the responsibility for the importation, transportation, 
housing, feeding, medical care, wage contract, ete. of Mexican agricultural labor- 
ers to produce and harvest the agricultural crops needed in our War Effort. 
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Mr. Silvermaster, as chief labor economist and Director of the Labor Division, 
serves as a technical adviser to the Administrator on all labor phases of the 
entire Farm Security Administration program and on all special labor programs, 
particularly those related to the war effort and subject to the control of the 
War Manpower Commission. He acts in an advisory capacity to the Manage- 
ment Division on technical labor questions relating to the program of importation 
of Mexican agricultural laborers and in problems arising from transportation of 
groups of agricultural laborers between the various sections of the country. 
In addition, Mr. Silvermaster directs and coordinates all research activity in- 
volved in the formulation of special agricultural labor programs during the war 
emergency, supervises all work done by regional labor relations specialists and 
maintains close contact with the United States Employment Service, the War 
Manpower Commission, and other similar agencies. 

It is virtually impossible to fill positions of this nature by the selection and 
training of new employees. In order to direct effectively a program as compre- 
hensive as that of the Farm Security Administration, its division chiefs must 
have had the advantage of years of experience in its policies, procedures, and 
techniques. Mr. Silvermaster is eminently fitted for this position and at the 
present time we have no knowledge of any suitable person who would be avail- 
able to accept the responsibility for this work. 

Mr. Silvermaster received his first appointment in the Labor Division at the 
time of its inception. His outstanding executive ability and excellent technical 
background permitted him to receive a series of promotions to positions of 
increasing responsibility, and fully qualified him for his present duties as 
Director. Persons possessing marked administrative ability, in addition to tech- 
nical training and practical knowledge of Farm Security labor problems, are 
indeed rarely found. These three qualities have made Mr. Silvermaster ex- 
ceedingly valuable in his present capacity. 

It is the policy of the Farm Security Administration to request deferment from 
military training and service of very few of its employees and to release to the 
newly created war agencies personnel trained in Goverment practices and pro- 
cedures. This places a considerably heavier burden upon the leadership of the 
Administration due to the number of new employees it has been necessary to 
recruit and train, and makes the continued service of Mr. Silvermaster essential 
for the successful execution of the program. 

Sincerely yours, 


Administrator, 
Approved: 
Date: October 6, 1942. 
By direction of the Secretary of Agriculture. 


S. B. Herrett, 
Acting Director of Personnel. 
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ExHIBIt No, 67 
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Exuisit No, 68 


War Foop ADMINISTRATION, 
OFFICE OF LABOR, 
Indianapolis 7, Ind., August 14, 1943. 
Dr. N. GREGORY SILVERMASTER, 
Director, Labor Division, 
Farm Security Administration, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Dr. SILVERMASTER: Needless to say, this office is more than disappointed 
in the events which have led to discontinuation of the previous relationship 
that existed between your office and ours. We feel that you have given capable 
leadership to the FSA Labor Division and that you have proved to be an in- 
spirational guide for the field personnel. 

We hope that there will be the opportunity in the future to reestablish a work- 
ing relationship with you. In the meantime, may I express my hopes for a suc- 
cessful career in such future undertakings as your abilities may be directed. 

Sincerely yours, 
Vircit L. BANKSON, 
Senior Agricultural Labor Specialist. 


Exursir No. 69 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
OFFICE OF PERSONNEL, 
Washington, D. C., April 12, 1944. 
Mr. Vrrait L. Coucn, 
Chief Personnel Officer, 
Farm Security Administration, 
Faller Building, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

DEAR Mr. CoucH: Assurance which was given the Civil Service Commission 
in July 1943 upon presentation for allocation of the first positions to be established 
in the Office of Labor, involved some positions in Farm Security Administration, 
particularly in the Labor Division. The Commission was given to understand 
that all work involving the planning, directing, or carrying out of any agricul- 
tural labor program, including the rendering of advice on any phase of such pro- 
grams, would be done in the Office of Labor, and that as long as the functions 
of the Office of Labor remained what they were, no other agency of the Depart- 
ment, including Farm Security Administration, would do the same kind of 
work. 

This led to our seeking assurance that the position of Dr. N. Gregory Silver- 
master as Director of the Labor Division in Farm Security Administration 
would be abolished. Your Classification Office agreed to have it abolished as 
promptly as possible. In a telephone conference between Cincinnati and Wash- 
ington on or about December 10, 1948, in which Mrs. Bishop of your office, Mr. 
Gammon of the Office of Labor, and Mr. Townsend of this Division participated, 
the agreement was renewed. Mrs. Bishop understood at that time that Dr. 
Silvermaster was leaving the Division within 60 days and that the position would 
then be certainly abolished. 

While we believe that good faith was exercised in this matter by all the parties 
referred to, we do not find that abolishment of the position has ever been formally 
reported. We wish to be promptly advised of the date on which the action was 
taken if the position has been abolished, since the Civil Service Commission has 
now asked us to show whether we have carried out our agreement with them 
in this respect. You will realize, of course, that if the position has not been 
abolished, further delay of the action which you are required to take to con- 
clude the matter will result in our being considerably embarrassed. 

Very truly yours, 


Roserr B. GILMAN, 
Assistant Chief, Division of Classification. 
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Exursit No. 70 
APRIL 19, 1944, 
To: Mr. Robert B. Gilman, 
Assistant Chief, Division of Classification. 
From: V. L. Couch, Chief Personnel Officer. 
Subject : P-15—Dr. N. Gregory Silvermaster—April 12, 1944. 

This is in reply to your letter of April 12, 1944, concerning the position now 
occupied by Dr. N. Gregory Silvermaster. 

Definite arrangements to abolish Farm Security Administration’s Labor Divi- 
sion have been made, and at the present time a functional order is being written 
to effect the formal abolishment of the Division. In the meantime, Dr. Silver- 
master, together with the other two professional service employees remaining 
on duty in the Division, has been preparing a comprehensive report of the com- 
pleted activities and programs of Farm Security Administration in connection 
with the problem of farm labor, together with conclusions which may be drawn 
therefrom. It is expected that these final reports will be completed within the 
next month or two. Immediately thereafter, the positions will be vacated and 
abolished. In view of the work in which these people have been engaged, we are 
confident that there has been no actual conflict with the functions of positions 
established in the Office of Labor. We are fully cognizant of the conflict on the 
records, and are eager to remove it at the earliest possible date. 

The position of Administrative Assistant CAF-7 and possibly that of Clerk 
CAF 4, both of which are concerned with compensation work, is to be transferred 
to the Personnel Division. There is attached a class sheet for BM-11940, Ad- 
ministrative Assistant CAF-7. We believe that the compensation work in the 
position was the function which justified its original allocation in CAF-7, and 
on that basis we recommend that there be no change in grade. Whether it will 
be necessary to establish the CAF'—4 position in the Personnel Division will depend 
on the volume of compensation work to be performed. Whether or not it is so 
established, the present position will be abolished. 

We are sorry to have been unable to abolish the positions at an earlier date, 
but because of the necessity for completing reports of work already performed 
and the uncertainty as to the future organization and responsibilities of Farm 
Security Administration, it has not been possible. We have the assurance of 
the Administrator's office that the positions will not continue to exist after June 
30, at the latest. 


Exutsitr No. 71 
SEPTEMBER 14, 1944. 
Hon. Frep E. Bussey, 
House of Representatives. 

Deak Mr. Bussey: The Secretary has referred to me your letter of August 30 
in which you request information regarding the personnel record and present em- 
ployment status of Dr. N. Gregory Silvermaster. 

Dr. Silvermaster was employed in the Resettlement Administration (now 
Farm Security Administration) as Senior Economist (Labor) on August 15, 
1935, at a salary of $3,800 a year. He was transferred to the Department of 
Agriculture on January 1, 1937, when the Resettlement Administration was 
placed under that department. On November 16, 1938, Dr. Silvermaster was trans- 
ferred to the Maritime Labor Board. He was reappointed in the Farm Security 
Administration on July 1, 1940, as Principal Labor Economist, $5,600 per annum, 
and was promoted on November 9, 1942, to Head Labor Economist, $6,500 a year, 
the position he is presently holding. 

At the request of Mr. H. D. White, assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
Dr. Silvermaster was detailed effective July 1, 1944, for a period of approximately 
1 month, to act as one of the Technical Secretaries to the United States Dele- 
gation of the United Nations Monetary and Financial Conference which was 
held at Bretton Woods, N. H., this past summer. 
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On July 21, 1944, in response to a request from Mr. Paul McDonald, acting 
administrative assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury, Dr. Silvermaster was 
detailed on a reimbursable basis to the Procurement Division pending his official 
transfer from the War Food Administration to the Treasury Department. 

I am sure that the Treasury Department will be glad to give you any addi- 
tional information you may need concerning Dr. Silvermaster’s services at the 
Bretton Woods Conference, and the present status of his transfer to the 
Treasury. 

If you wish any further details on Dr. Silvermaster’s employment in the Farm 
Security Administration, I shall be very happy to be of assistance to you. 

Sincerely yours, 
MARVIN JONES, Administrator. 


Exuisit No. 72 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. 0., October 17, 1944. 
Hon. CLAUDE R. WICKARD, 
Secretary of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Secretary: Reference is made to our communication of July 21, 
1944, requesting permission for the loan of Mr. Nathan Gregory Silvermaster to 
the Procurement Division on a reimbursable basis effective July 17, 1944. 

As the services of Mr. Silvermaster are still needed for the purpose of assisting 
in the work of the Surplus Property Program, it is requested that his detail to this 
office be extended for another sixty days. 


Very truly yours, 
ERNEST L. OLRICH, 
Administrative Assistant to the Secretary. 


Exuisit No. 73 
NOVEMBER 9, 1944. 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY, 
Treasury Department, Washington 25, D. C. 

DEAR Mr. OtricH: This is in reply to your letter of October 17, 1944, addressed 
to the Honorable Claude R. Wickard, in which you requested an extension of the 
reimbursable detail of Mr. Nathan Gregory Silvermaster to the Surplus Property 
Program, Treasury Department. 

In accordance with the above-mentioned request Mr. Silvermaster’s detail has 
been extended from October 17 to the close of business January 16, 1945. 

Sincerely yours, 


FRANK Hancock, Administrator. 
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ExHisBit No. 74 


WAR ASSETS ADMINISTRATION ‘ 
NOTIFICATION OF PERSONNEL ACTION 460. 
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Mr. Morris. Mr. Silvermaster has acknowledged signature on one 
of them and I think that will be satisfactory for our record. 

Mr. Strvermasrer. Even without counsel? I just don’t know what 
is happening now. 

The CwHarrman. In other words, you identified one of your 
Slgnatures. 

Mr. Morris. They will be available to you at all times. And avail- 
able to your attorneys, Mr. Rein and Mr. Forer. They may see them. 

The Cruarman. If there is nothing further, the committee will 
stand adjourned at this time. 

(Whereupon, at 12:12 p. m., Thursday, April 16, 1953, the com- 
mittee was recessed, subject to call.) 





